City of

R94SEVILLE
Minnesota, USA

Regular City Council Meeting Minutes
City Hall Council Chambers, 2660 Civic Center Drive
Monday, September 23, 2019
1.

Roll Call
Mayor

Roe

Order:

Etten,

the meeting

called

to

order

Willmus, Laliberte, Groff

at

6: 00 p. m.

approximately

and

Voting and Seating

City Manager Patrick Trudgeon and

Roe.

City Attorney Mark Gaughan were also present.
2.

Pledge of Allegiance

3.

Approve

City

Agenda

Agreement

at

Trudgeon

Patrick

Manager

2720 Fairview

requested

Avenue).

removal

There

needs

of

Item

9F ( Approve

to be two

Easement

agreements.

separate

It

was combined as one agreement and will be brought back for Consent Agenda approval
on October 7, 2019.

Councilmember

Willmus requested addition of Item 71 ( Update on Reuter Walton Devel-

He noted this will give staff the opportunity to give the Council
and public an update on events related to Reuter Walton that have transpired over the last

opment

to Date).

Process

week.

Willmus moved, Laliberte seconded, adding a new Item 71 ( Update on Reuter Walton
Development Process to Date) to Business Items.
Roll Call

Ayes: Etten, Willmus, Laliberte, Groff and Roe.
Nays:

None.

Groff moved, Etten seconded the approval of the agenda as amended.
Roll Call

Ayes: Etten, Willmus, Laliberte, Groff and Roe.
Nays: None.

4.

Public Comment

Mayor Roe called for public comment by members of the audience on any non- agenda
items.

Mr. Benjamin Sley, 2731 Mackubin Street

Mr. Sley indicated he was at the meeting regarding an incident that occurred a week ago
Sunday

morning

at

about

9: 30

a. m.

and

less

than

a mile

from city hall.

He noted his son

is a jogger and was traveling west bound at the Victoria intersection which is clearly
marked
on

with

her brakes,

a crosswalk sign.
and

his

son went

A woman hit him going 40 miles an hour, never tapped
sailing

over

the car.

His

son

has

suffered

traumatic

brain
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injury,

severe

commended

injury

the city

to his left
police,

arm,

internal injuries,

fire department

and

and

was

emergency

taken to the hospital.

personnel.

He

He explained he

has pictures of the intersection which is clearly marked, there are no obstructions leading
to the intersection, and anybody paying reasonable attention to the road would have
stopped.

Mr. Sley indicated his point is that the driver was an 86- year- old woman named Frances
Williams

who

has

numerous

restrictions

on

her driver'

license.

s

He called

Lieutenant

Scott Williams who is handling the case and it is his understanding that Assistant City
Attorney Melissa Lunan declined to prosecute charges in the case against this woman.

He found to not pursue cases and say it is closed, is a travesty of justice and this woman
is still on the road with numerous driving restrictions.

Mr. Sley indicated he was at the meeting to plead that the Council, City Attorney and
City Manager to look further into this case involving David Sley, Report No. 19029082,
to proceed further with that and see that this woman, whom he believes is a driving hazard, should not be on the roads.

Mayor Roe noted pedestrian safety is very important to the Council and thought that city

staff and the City Attorney will look at the case and get back to Mr. Sley with any outcome of the process.

Ms. Priscilla Morton, 2593 Western

Ms. Morton explained she was at the meeting because the city is looking at next year' s
budget and she had sent an email comment about providing more emphasis and funding
for

analysis

how to

on

reduce

the city'

s

carbon

footprint.

She noted last Friday was an

International Strike March for Youth of the World saying that we are not moving fast

enough, and it is going to affect them primarily. Her impression is that here in Roseville,
even though we all care about the youth, the city may not have the information that
would lead us to think this is an emergency and imperative that we act quickly. She read
several quotes from Greta Thunberg who spoke before the United Nations.
Ms. Morton noted there are now 134 governmental entities that have declared climate
emergencies and we all wish the federal government would do it for them along with the
also has a role to play in this.
She asked the city move
state and county, but Roseville

with urgency to do its role to stop additional damage.
5.

Recognitions,

6.

Items Removed

7.

Business Items
a.

Donations, and Communications

from Consent Agenda

Police Civil Service Commission

Joint

Meeting

with

Council
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Ms. Janet Henquinet and Ms. Randi Lundell briefly highlighted this item as detailed in the Request for Council Action and related attachments dated September
23, 2019.

Councilmember Groff asked what sort of process this Commission goes through

to certify the applicants.
Ms. Lundell indicated the Chief reviews for them, in some detail, the process. The
Commission

questions

and

the Chief

challenges

things

on

such

as

diversity.

On

the certification of the people, the Chief or Deputy Chief will review with the

Commission the people who come out on the top of the list, give background, and
answer

She noted the Commission is also invited to attend the inter-

questions.

views

and

be

a part

of

that

and

she

has done that

a

few

She explained the

times.

bar is high and very rigorous and where the Chief wants it to be.
Councilmember Groff thought what the Commission is doing is very important,

adds to transparency, and adds to citizen involvement in a process that some are
concerned

about.

Ms. Henquinet

indicated

she has sat through a few interviews

as well and had

twenty- five years in human resource management, so she is a little picky on
things and she was impressed with all of the panels.

Mayor Roe asked if both of the hiring processes have been finished.
It was indicated those processes have finished.

Mayor Roe thanked the Commissioners for being at the meeting for the annual
update.

b.

Consider Approval of Application for Pathways to Policing Grant from the

Department of Public Safety Office of Justice Programs.

Chief Rick Mathwig briefly highlighted this item as detailed in the Request for
Council Action and related attachments dated September 23, 2019.

Councilmember Groff asked if the money will be spent first and then reimbursed.
Chief

Mathwig

indicated

there

is

no

financial

risk on

the

city

or

taxpayers.

The

city would front the money and then be reimbursed. The qualification that is necessary to be reimbursed is that the candidate to be hired would have to pass the
POST test, Police Officers Standards and Training Test, which is the last test to
take in order to get a license. The Police Department is batting one thousand in
the last ten years for a CSO to pass their POST test and with that, the city' s reimbursement

policy

necessitates

getting

a

passing

grade

in

those

courses.
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Laliberte moved, Willmus seconded, approving the Police Department' s request
to apply for a Pathways to Policing Grant.
Mayor Roe offered an opportunity for public comment, with no one coming forward.

Roll Call

Ayes: Etten, Willmus, Laliberte, Groff and Roe.
Nays:

c.

None.

Hold a Public Hearing and Consider a Resolution Approving a Variance to
Chapter 405, Noise Control, Temporarily Extending Construction Activity
Hours at 2820 Cleveland Avenue N.

Building Official David Englund briefly highlighted this item as detailed in the
Request for Council Action and related attachments dated September 23, 2019.
He noted Ryan Companies would like to extend the variance due to its expiration
date of September 30, 2019.

Mayor Roe reviewed public hearing protocol and opened and closed the public

hearing at approximately 6: 29 p.m. for the purpose of receiving public input on
the above- referenced Variance; with no one appearing for or against.
Etten

moved,

Groff

seconded,

adoption

of

Resolution

No.

11634

entitled, "

Reso-

lution Approving a Variance from City Code Section 504. 03, Hourly Restrictions
on Certain Operations for Ryan Companies, for the Property located at 2820
Cleveland
31,

Avenue

N."

with the additional condition 6 with the end date of July

2020.

Council Discussion

Councilmember Etten was glad this is working out for the applicant.
Councilmember Groff thought the concern the Council had earlier on was not a

concern so he was fully supporting it.

Mayor Roe asked if there was any construction work done in the variance hours
during

that

time

frame.

Mr. Englund indicated there was work done during that

time.

Roll Call

Ayes: Etten, Willmus, Laliberte, Groff and Roe.
Nays: None.

d.

Consider

Adoption

of a

Preliminary

2020 Tax

Levy

and

Budget
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City Manager Patrick Trudgeon and Interim Finance Director Jason Schirmacher
summarized

the request as detailed in the Request for Council Action of this date;

and noted a bench handout incorporated

into the Request

for Council

Action

providing an extract of city Council meeting minutes of September 23, 2019.

Mayor Roe offered an opportunity for public comment, with no one coming forward.

Laliberte

Etten

moved,

seconded,

adoption

of

Resolution

No.

11636

entitled,

Resolution Directing the County Auditor to Adjust the Approved Tax Levy for
2020 Bonded Debt."

Roll Call
Ayes: Etten, Willmus, Laliberte, Groff and Roe.
Nays: None.

Willmus

Etten

moved,

seconded,

adoption

of

Resolution

No.

11635

entitled,

Resolution Submitting the Preliminary Property Tax Levy on Real Estate to the
Ramsey County Auditor for the Fiscal Year of 2020."
Council Discussion
Councilmember

Willmus thought the Council should approve the preliminary

levy before the city spends and pays some bills that it cannot afford to pay should
this

not pass.

Councilmember Laliberte indicated she was supportive because it is preliminary,

and she hoped the city would continue to do more work on this to lower the levy
amount.

She noted she has had conversations from residents who were unsolicit-

ed, and people are certainly feeling the pinch, not only the city levy increases but
everyone

else'

s as

well.

Mayor Roe echoed those comments and understood that the county is looking at
something in the neighborhood of ten percent over the next two years and some of

the neighboring cities are at five percent and above for their levies.
Roll Call

Ayes: Etten, Willmus, Laliberte, Groff and Roe.
Nays: None.

Etten

moved,

Groff

seconded,

adoption

of

Resolution

No.

11637

entitled, "

Reso-

lution Adopting the Preliminary 2020 Annual Budget for the City of Roseville."
Roll Call
Ayes:

Etten, Willmus, Laliberte,

Groff

and

Roe.
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Nays: None.

Mayor Roe noted the budget increase is around ten to eleven percent depending
on the changes made tonight and a big chunk of that increase is the potential to
spend five million dollars at the OVAL for upgrades and needed rehabilitation but

that spending is contingent on receiving funding from the State through the State
Bonding process.
e.

Consider Adoption of the Preliminary 2020 EDA Tax Levy
City Manager Patrick Trudgeon and Interim Finance Director Jason Schumacher

briefly highlighted this item as detailed in the Request for Council Action and related attachments

dated September

Mayor Roe indicated

this includes

23, 2019.

some increase

to the budget to cover a poten-

tial " Open to Business" loan program, which has not yet been defined.
Etten

moved,

Groff

seconded,

adoption

of

Resolution

No. 11638

entitled, "

Reso-

lution Approving A Special Property Tax Levy, for the Benefit of the Roseville
Economic Development Authority, on Real Estate to the Ramsey County Auditor
for the Fiscal Year of 2020."

Mayor Roe offered an opportunity for public comment, with no one coming forward.

Roll Call
Ayes:

Etten, Willmus,

Laliberte,

Groff and Roe.

Nays: None

f.

Review Proposed Changes to the 2020 Fee Schedule

City Manager Patrick Trudgeon briefly highlighted this item as detailed in the
Request for Council Action and related attachments dated September 23, 2019.

Mr. Trudgeon reviewed the substantive changes to the proposed 2020 fee sched-

ule including Lawful Gambling Regulatory Tax and Fire Department Fee changes
with the Council.

Mayor Roe clarified the change to the Gambling Regulatory Fee and what that
does. He explained that by reducing the fee, it increases the amount of the gambling proceeds the non- profits can use for their purposes rather than paying the
city to administer the program.
Mr. Trudgeon

indicated

that

was

correct.
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Mayor Roe noted on Fire Vehicle Response Fee, the previous extra Fire Rescue
Extrication Fee

and

was $

400 and is essentially changing the name of it and add-

ing the per vehicle charge.
Chief Tim O' Neill explained the previous fee that was on the schedule was basically

centered

around

extrication.

The new fee is actually a little more encom-

passing and it would be charged for responding to any accident, vehicle fires,
hazard cleanup
umbrella

and

involving

the

cost

vehicle,

any

would

remain

and

the

extrication.

same

at $

400.

It would be a little wider

The majority of the costs

would be paid by insurance companies.
Councilmember Willmus asked with regard to Fire Department Service Fees, earlier in the year there was discussion
time, there

was

some

early

about calls for lift assist service

conversation

about

potential

fees

related

and at that
to that.

He

wondered where that conversation is sitting at.

Chief O' Neill indicated the Department looked at the data and a majority of the
assists
The Department did not think
are in non- facility type environments.
the Council was interested in charging the average homeowner a fee.
lift

Councilmember Laliberte asked who is being billed now for the services seeing
that a billing process is yet to be set up.
Chief O' Neill explained the Department has not been billing because of the few
numbers of times the Department has gone out for extrication and the volume did

not warrant them getting into the billing part of it.
Mayor Roe asked if the CPR fee was for a specific class.

Chief O' Neill indicated that was correct and that class is the full certification CPR

class and the cost goes to the card that has to be purchased. He noted there is still

the hands only CPR provided for free numerous times throughout the year at the
Fire Department.

Mr. Trudgeon continued with the fee schedule presentation discussing Communi-

ty Development Fees with the Council.
Councilmember

Willmus asked with respect to the Administrative

Fee for Coun-

cil Approved Abatement, often times when abatement actions come before the
Council the Council approved the abatement but stays the enforcement, so he

wondered how that is going to be handled with respect to the fee.
Mr. Englund believed the intent is if the abatement is stayed and is not enforced,
the

fee

would

not

be

collected.
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Councilmember Etten wondered if Council would be willing to reduce the fee for
Temporary

Overnight Shelters

from $ 350 to $ 250. He understood there was staff

time involved but the whole understanding was to not make this a large financial
burden for people serving others.
Councilmember

Groff indicated

he would support that because he thought it was

something the city should be involved in, noting sheltering the homeless is an
admirable thing.
Councilmember Willmus asked how the $ 350 fee was established.
Mr. Trudgeon thought it was an estimate of time that staff would spend on a typi-

cal process and to recover some of the mailing costs.

Ms. Janice Gundlach, Community Development Director, indicated it is calculated based on the hourly wage for the Building Official and Fire Marshal to conduct
an inspection associated with it. It takes between two to three hours for each person.

Councilmember Laliberte asked how many of these did staff expect to process in
a year.

Ms. Gundlach indicated currently there are two unless others came forward. Staff
does not expect many of them.

Councilmember Groff asked if this is a yearly fee because of the inspection or
would it be or multiple years.

Ms. Gundlach explained right now, the two that the city has have been under an
Interim

Use

and

paid

a

fee,

which

is

good

for

a number

of years.

When those en-

tities have to come back for a renewal, the Council would then have the option to

approve a multi- year license. The city would collect the fee every year but would
not need to go before the Council every year.

Councilmember Etten thought the fee for two hours seemed high compared to the
abatement charge of the same amount for five hours of staff time.

Councilmember Laliberte was supportive of changing the amount to $250.

Mayor Roe appreciated the opportunity to provide feedback on the fee schedule.
g.

Review Civic Campus Master Plan RFP

Public Works Director Marc Culver briefly highlighted this item as detailed in the
Request

for Council Action

and related

attachments

dated September 23, 2019.
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Councilmember

Laliberte asked Mr. Culver if he could talk at all about the im-

portance of addressing with this firm or through the RFP the fact that the city has
off-site storage

and would that be included

into their assessment

or would it be

just this campus specifically.

Mr. Culver explained part of the deficiency identified is that the city has to have
off-site storage which includes storage currently being leased as well as the space
the Parks and Recreation Department leases at the State Fair grounds. That is cur-

rently identified in the maintenance facility space needs study that will be a part
of the RFP as an appendix.
That has changed a little bit because the city leases a
little more space now than what the city was leasing when the study was done but
the information would be updated so the firm is aware of that.
Mayor Roe asked if it is envisioned that the work might generate a couple of dif-

ferent alternatives and maybe not just a single recommendation to the city.
Mr. Culver indicated

within

the RFP it indicated

up to five

concepts

overall.

Part

of that is going to be the discussion with Council, particularly the mid- study conversation before a final concept is recommended.

Councilmember Willmus stated something that is important to him is looking
forward. The city knows what the needs are going to be in the short term and

there are projections decades out but anything that comes back to the Council
needs the ability to readily and easily expand and should that need arise in the future, whether looking at storage space, warehouse space, or vehicle and equipment

storage.

Ease of expansion

should that need arise in the future is quite im-

With respect to some of the areas being taken off the table, if
there is discussion about repurposing park space, that is a conversation he is willing to have. He did not want to know on the front end of this that it cannot be
touched and would be interested to see how some of these things play out and fit
portant

to him.

together.

Councilmember Laliberte agreed with what Councilmember Willmus was suggesting that there would be the ability to get phasing recommendation, and also as

a part of this process, the city notify not only the neighbors and public but the ten-

ants using these spaces as well in order for them to be part of the larger envisioning process and that the city is not caught off guard or by surprise.
Councilmember Groff agreed the city should look at this in the broadest scope
possible because that is how the city will get the best responses with putting out
the RFP.

Mayor Roe thought it was important to figure out what the future holds for the
VFW

and

how

that can

be incorporated

into

this

as

well.
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Mr. Culver noted as a part of the RFP, there would be some targeted engagement

with the existing tenants within the city campus, which would include the VFW as
well as the tenants of the Lexington Shoppes.

Mayor Roe stated the staging piece of this is important to look at because the city
is not going to be able to make everything that is there now go away and put eveHe will be looking at how things are
rything in place without any disruption.

staged and at costs and provision of services by the city.
Mayor Roe offered an opportunity for public comment.
Public Comment

Mr. Roger Hess, 1906 Wagner Place

Mr. Hess was hoping that one of the options looked at is if a maintenance and
cleaning facility and a twenty to thirty thousand square foot warehouse at the

shopping center could be used and see if that frees up enough space in the current
Public Works where it could be many years before the city runs out of space for
storing vehicles there.
Mayor Roe thought that made sense and realignment

of some of the roadways

might make sense as well if there was a decision to add on to the north side of the

Public Works building to get more storage. He noted there are many possibilities.

Laliberte moved, Groff seconded, authorizing the issuance of the RFP on the basis
of discussion.

Council Discussion

Councilmember Groff thought this was really important and he did do a tour with
Mr. Culver and it was brought home to him clearly that the city needs extra space
and

there

are

also

safety issues that

some

need

to be

addressed.

He was support-

ive of this request.

Roll Call

Ayes: Etten, Willmus, Laliberte, Groff and Roe.
Nays:

h.

None

Consider Railroad Quiet Zone Study Professional Services Agreement

Public Works Director Marc Culver briefly highlighted this item as detailed in the
Request for Council Action and related attachments dated September 23, 2019.
Councilmember
some

concerns

Etten

to

thanked

staff as

well,

staff

noting

for

bringing

there

are

a

this

few

up.
of

He indicated he sent

these

crossings

in indus-
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trial

areas.

He asked if the study was worthwhile even though the city would

probably not be looking for a quite zone in an area like that.
Mr. Culver explained it breaks down to east and west of Fairview as far as that is
concerned.

He did not know if it would be worthwhile

to invest the funds and ef-

fort into the crossings west of Fairview to establish the quiet zone along there. He
thought it was worthwhile to get that inventory to show some other things that the

city might want to look at with these crossings, not only from a quiet zone but also for safety.
Councilmember Etten wondered if an outreach to Maplewood was worthwhile for
the Rice Street area as the train goes through the St. Paul regional water system.

Mr. Culver indicated

staff could do that.

Councilmember Groff reiterated the safety issue at the crossings and would like to
see all of the data.

Councilmember Laliberte thought it was important for the city to know what the
options are and as more housing gets developed, the city needs to know all of the
information.

Mayor Roe offered an opportunity for public comment, with no one coming forward.

Etten moved, Laliberte seconded, approving the Railroad Quiet Zone Study Professional Services Agreement.

Roll Call

Ayes: Etten, Willmus, Laliberte, Groff and Roe.
Nays:

i.

None

Update on Reuter Walton Development Process To Date

Community Development Director Janice Gundlach updated the Council on new
developments that have occurred with Reuter Walton since the last city Council

meeting on September 16, 2019.
Ms. Gundlach indicated the city was not made aware that Ricardo Batres, who

was the subject of the KSTP story that aired on Thursday was spotted on a Reuter
Walton site in Richfield in the days leading up to the EDA authorization of the
redevelopment contract

that occurred

last

Monday,

September

16, 2019.

She not-

ed prior to the EDA meeting, staff was provided information regarding Batres.
Staff engaged in conversations with Reuter Walton who represented to the City of

Roseville that the company no longer worked with those sub- contractors after becoming

aware

of

those

connections

to Batres.

Regular City Council Meeting
Monday, September 23, 2019
Page

12

Ms. Gundlach explained the EDA action on Monday, September 16, 2019 resulted in the redevelopment
contract
becoming effective. Nothing that has occurred

since that authorization including the information reported during the KSTP story
results in a default to the contract per the language that was approved on Monday,
September 16, 2019.

Ms. Gundlach indicated
disappointment

with

staff has reached out to Reuter Walton to express extreme

the

content

of

the

KSTP

story.

Reuter Walton advised the

city the sub- contractor who employed Batres was terminated and that Ricardo Batres

was

there using

an

Reuter Walton keeps a written record of anyone

alias.

who works on their job sites. Staff also contacted the Carpenters Union to express
disappointment

that the Union did not share the information

that was provided to

KSTP regarding Ricardo Batres working on a Reuter Walton job site in Richfield
prior

to the EDA

action

taking

on

Monday,

September

16th.

Staff has communi-

cated to Reuter Walton that the job site in Roseville will be heavily scrutinized
and Reuter Walton expects that now.

Ms. Gundlach explained Reuter Walton has initiated a sub- contractor certification

with everyone that is hired moving forward and this will hold their subcontractors as well as their laborers to a high standard in regard to preventing
theft and lawful trafficking.
This certification also requires their subcontractors to conduct their activities in a manor that respects human rights as set out
wage

in the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

Ms. Gundlach noted staff is looking into additional measures that could be im-

plemented that could be proactive in ensuring work on Reuter Walton' s job site is
being conducted in accordance with all state and federal laws related to labor

trafficking issues. She was not sure what could come of that, but staff has reached
out to two resources and is waiting to hear back.
Councilmember

Groff

thanked

staff

for the

clarification.

He

asked,

since

the

identity seems to be up in the air with using an alias, if Reuter Walton is furnishing names of who is working on these jobs sites, is there not a way to use an ID
that is an official ID or something to verify rather than just having people sign in.
Ms. Gundlach indicated staff has shared its concerns with the developer about this
as

Batres

is

a

known

character.

Staff understands he was using an alias, but the

developer needs to be posting photographs. Reuter Walton has taken steps within
the company to make sure everyone knows who Ricardo Batres is regardless of
the

name

he is using

to

prevent

him from coming

onto

their

sites.

She did not

know specifically about the ID process that is used in keeping the written record,
but

she

would

follow up

with

Reuter Walton to

see

if the company is

doing

that.
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Councilmember Groff asked in the future that staff do a search on developers in
the

City

of

Roseville.

He thought five years was not an unreasonable

length of

time and if there are cases or issues against the developer, he would like to know

that early on in the process rather than later on because this caught him off guard.
Councilmember

Willmus

asked if a suggestion

to Reuter Walton has been made

with respect to this individual to actually trespassing him so that if he is caught or

observed on a job site, he actually could be arrested for trespass.
Ms. Gundlach indicated she has not asked that specific question of Reuter Walton.
She did know that Reuter Walton did not hire Ricardo Batres, it was the subcontractor

who

hired him,

and

Reuter

Walton

did fire that

subcontractor.

She indi-

cated she would follow up to see if there is an ability to actually trespass persons
to their property.

Mayor Roe indicated that is a technique used by retailers with habitual shoplifters.
Councilmember Etten asked if there was anything in the contract that allows the
city, to consider violations at another site to be a default or breach of contract or is
it specifically the Roseville location where the finding of legal improprieties
would have to be found.
Ms. Gundlach explained the contract as written only where the city can take acIt does not give staff the reach to go betion based on the property in Roseville.
yond that.

Councilmember Etten asked going forward if the city would be unable to write a
contract to enforce something from outside of the city or is that something that the
EDA attorney would need to be consulted on.
Ms.

indicated the EDA attorney

Gundlach

should

be

asked

that

It is

question.

very difficult to know what is going on at the sites in the city when staff is not
there everyday so it would be difficult to go outside the city boundary. She noted
she could put it on the list of things the city can do to be proactive.
Councilmember Laliberte explained it is disappointing that there was knowledge
out there prior to the EDA taking action and disappointing that the EDA was not

fully made aware of all of the information that could have been made available to
the EDA so

it

all could

have been

at

considered

the time.

She appreciated the up-

date and review that the EDA attorney has provided to them.
Councilmember Laliberte indicated the city and KSTP have been focused on one
person and the name he has been using but she would assume there are other people

out

ideas

there

about

within

how

this

photos

field
of

of work

those

who

individuals

are
or

bad.

She would like to know more

pending

charges,

what

can

the

de-
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velopers do who are doing business in the city, what tools are available to them so
the city can make some suggestions as to what the expectations are for the developer to be informed and to inform their subcontractors and staff.
Councilmember Groff echoed that comment and noted this is not a one- off inci-

dent since it is happening in the construction industry and other workplaces as
well. Wage theft is a big issue and the city is just seeing the tip of the iceberg and
diligently on it as a city, state, and county. He would also
like to know that if the union side does not seem to have this problem, why the

needs

to

start

working

developers are not using unions one hundred percent of the time. He wondered if
that is something the city can look into and require.
Ms. Gundlach indicated staff did ask the developer why Reuter Walton only uses

union workers eighty- five percent of the time and not one hundred percent and
learned it

was

a

cost

piece.

savings

Some of their sites are one hundred

percent

union but most of the time it is to save money.
Mayor Roe explained what was approved at the last EDA meeting was to author-

ize TIF on this project. By policy, Roseville' s approach to TIF is a pay as you go
reimbursement approach rather than upfront funding and that is the case with this.

The developer does not receive any money until the developer has actually performed under the contract and the city has received the increment from the taxes
collected on the property over time.
Ms. Gundlach

indicated

that

was

and

correct

a

really important

Reu-

point made.

ter Walton will get annual payments as taxes are generated on the property and if
there is any final action that results in them violating the contract and not paying
their

contractors

appropriately,

the

city

can

stop

issuing

those

TIF

She

payments.

noted the language even goes so far as to state the city can go back in time to get

money back, if money has been released prior to them being found guilty of violating any of those state or federal labor laws, if needed.
Mayor Roe thought the point was well made by Councilmember Laliberte that the
city

needs

to be

talking

about

this

with

all

of

the

projects

done in

the

city.

He

thought anyone who comes to the city for funding needs to be adequately vetted,
there needs to be a lookback on any cases and an understanding on the outcomes

of those, and also the contractor licensing process needs to be looked at very
closely.

He noted staff might to be more diligent on research for other service

providers in the city as well and also structure contracts to provide those services
to try to prevent various labor law violations.
Councilmember Willmus thought these are all great proactive items that have

been brought forward by staff and the Council. One of the things, from a personal
perspective, when he saw the KSTP story aired he was quite upset and reached
out

to the

Mayor

and

staff

His

mindset

at

the

time

was

to see

if

the

EDA

could
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actually come back and revisit this issue. As a result of Staff reaching out to the
EDA Attorney that is in essence off the table. He appreciated the efforts staff

went through last Friday to help get some understanding of where the city stood.
After personally having conversations with the Carpenters Union, with respect to

the knowledge of this developer, when he saw the story, he was taken aback that
it had to be known that this was going on.
That had to be known on the day the
EDA was making its decision and had the EDA had that verifiable information at

the time the EDA was making that decision, the decision would likely have been
different.

Mayor Roe explained the thing that challenges him about these situations is deal-

ing with allegations without conclusions and with video and photos being taken
by

news outlets

does

not

necessarily

show

wrongdoing.

He wanted to make sure

as a city when working with people, that the city is giving people the appropriate
ability to respond to things and not making the decisions on the basis of not a full
picture

and

understanding

of

things.

He thought the city had done a pretty good

job of that.

Mayor Roe offered an opportunity for public comment.
Public Comment

Mr. Burt Johnson, Carpenters Union Attorney, 205 Twin Lake Trail, Little
Canada

Mr. Johnson explained it needs to be pointed out that the language in the EDA

agreement, if it was in effect today for the project, based on his conversation with
the City Attorney prior to any of this coming up, the City of Roseville would not

be able to terminate its EDA agreement with Reuter Walton any way. His conversations with the City Attorney were around the idea of if the city wanted to
prevent trafficking and wage theft from taking root in the industry, and community, and throughout the construction industry, do not provide a public subsidy to a
developer who has profited from that in the past. It was that simple and is a black

and white issue. Workers came forward to tell their stories at great peril, going
through things that we will never know in our lives living in Roseville and the
northern suburbs. Those workers risked everything and the idea that the Carpenters Union had an obligation to inform the City of Roseville about what it knew
prior to that report would have put lives in danger. These folks are coming forward with civil complaints, with criminal complaints,

so that is not a reasonable

request. There were people who risked their lives and the lives of their families to
publicly tell their stories and those individuals needed to be listened to, needed to

be believed, and the EDA had the opportunity to do that last week. A tip from the
Carpenters Union would not have changed that.
Mr. Johnson noted the EDA agreement itself, if the workers were not believed the
first

time

or

there

was

not

enough

evidence

in

support

of what

those

workers

were
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saying, how

it be any different

the back

If the city was doing its
diligence and finding people coming forward, the language that is in the EDA
agreement, he thinks it hamstrings the city with the ability to do what it needs to
would

on

end?

do. When he first talked to the City Attorney, she had not been spoken to by city

staff telling her she should have a conversation with the Carpenters Union so at
that point, there was no ability to alter what eventually transpired in the recom-

mendation that came before the EDA. He thought instead of focusing on what the
city should have known or could have known or that the Carpenters Union should
have informed the city prior, we should be focusing on what those workers went
through and how can the city make sure that never happens again.
Ms. Kim Nelson, CarpentersUnion,

700 Olive Street, St. Paul

Ms. Nelson explained her duty last Monday was to make sure the workers were
safe and protected, felt that those workers could come to the Council and speak,

and that the lives of not only themselves but of their families were not in jeopardy
at the time. She was not aware of the story either until directly right before the
hearing in which case her sole duties at that point were to protect the workers.
First and foremost is that she needs to protect the evidence of any potential future
criminal case. As a political director, she is used to not releasing anything with-

out legal say that it will be okay because she does not want to jeopardize a criminal case. She noted the EDA decided to believe the developer over two folks who

sat before them testifying to the EDA what their experiences were like with the
subcontractors and alleged labor brokers and the developer that was worked with

in the past. She wondered what more the Council needed and asked how much
evidence is enough.

Ms. Gloria Anderson, 2982 Farrington Street

Ms. Anderson indicated she has lived in Roseville for many years, is a member of
Lutheran Church of the Resurrection, and became a sanctuary designation which
means the church welcomes immigrants into its community and opposes exploitation because of their immigration status. She was disappointed that the City of
Roseville took action to subsidize a private developer that has a history of exploit-

ing immigrant workers. She heard many of the discussions and knew many of the
Council believed that was true too, which she was thankful for. She believed that

the community should stand up for immigrants like Eric who gave his testimony
at Roseville' s EDA meeting last Monday. When immigrants come forward to tell
their stories of exploitation, we need to believe and support them. She supports
State Representative Jamie Becker- Finn' s request that the Council make a motion

to reconsider the taxpayer subsidy to developer Reuter Walton. She stated our

community needs to stand up for immigrants and stand up to developers who have
profited from immigrant exploitation. Her congregation is working with other
ELCA congregations in the Roseville area to live as a sanctuary denomination.

Councilmember Etten thanked everyone for coming in and speaking on this issue.
He indicated he did

not want

to talk

about

some

of

these things,

but for

someone
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to say that they do not want to release information that might be hazardous to
people' s health and welfare and then release it to Channel 5 and other potential

news outlets the same day before the Council meeting seems disingenuous. There
may be more to that but certainly some part of the union had to inform these public outlets. He does not know why the City of Roseville was not informed as well.
He thought the challenge was, and the thing the Council needs to look at in the
contract is, the findings of the Department of Labor or the findings of the court
system and that is how the system works.

Due process has to be allowed and if

the system is not working well, then consider what needs to be done to make it
easier for people to report those violations. The Council would be happy to sup-

port that going forward.
Mayor Roe thanked everyone at the meeting for this item and thanked staff for the
update.

8.

Approve Minutes

Comments and corrections to draft minutes had been submitted by the City Council prior

to tonight' s meeting and those revisions were incorporated into the draft presented in the
Council packet.

a.

Approve September 9, 2019 City Council Meeting Minutes
Etten moved, Willmus seconded, approval of the September 9, 2019 City Council
Meeting Minutes as presented.
Roll Call

Ayes: Etten, Willmus, Laliberte, and Roe.
Nays:

None.
Groff.

Abstain:

9.

Approve Consent Agenda

At the request of Mayor Roe, City Manager Trudgeon briefly reviewed those items being
considered under the Consent Agenda; and as detailed in specific Requests for Council
Action dated September

23, 2019 and related attachments.

Groff moved, Etten seconded, approval of the Consent Agenda including claims
and payments as presented and detailed.
Roll Call

Ayes: Etten, Willmus, Laliberte, Groff and Roe.
Nays: None.

a.

Approve

Payments

ACH Payments

531, 486. 22

94277- 94331

243, 105. 74
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TOTAL
b.

774, 591. 96

Approve 1 Temporary Gambling License
Approve General Purchases or Sale of Surplus Items Exceeding$ 5, 000

c.

d.

Consider the Issuance of a Premises Permit for Chops, Inc. to Conduct Law-

e.

Approve

f.

Removed

g.
h.

Approve 2020 Insurance Benefit Renewals and City Cafeteria Contributions

i.

Approve Cable Franchise Settlement Agreement with CenturyLink

ful Gambling Activities at 1595 W. Highway 36, Space 1010 ( Green Mill)

10.

Public

Improvement

Contract—

2720 Fairview Ave

Approve Janitorial Services Contract

Future

Agenda

Review, Communications,

Reports,

and

Announcements —

Council

and City Manager
Mr. Trudgeon reviewed the October' 7th Council, October

14th EDA and Council, and Oc-

tober 21St Council meeting agendas.
Councilmember Laliberte noted that the RCLLG event that was scheduled this week had
to

be

rescheduled

due to scheduling

conflicts.

She will communicate

when a new date is

scheduled. She also explained she volunteered on the Tapped and Uncorked Committee

for planning an event this Friday that benefits the Friends of Roseville Area Parks. The
event goes from 6- 10 p.m. at the OVAL. Also, as a city that supports Northeast Youth
and Family Services, there is an event coming up on October 10th, Taste of Northeast.
11.

Adjourn

Etten moved, Willmus seconded, adjournment of the meeting at approximately 8: 02 p. m.
Roll Call

Ayes: Etten, Willmus,

Laliberte, Groff and Roe.

Nays: None.

ptio
Daniel J. Rel, Mayor
11

ATTEST:

Patrick J. Trudgeon,

City

ager

