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1. Introductions
2. Public Comment Invited
3. Approval of Minutes of the June 1, 2021 Meeting Minutes
Enclosed is a copy of the minutes of June 1, 2021. Please be prepared to approve or
amend.
Requested Commission Action: Approve/amend meeting minutes of June 1, 2021.
4. Presentation of Minnesota Recreation and Park Association (MRPA) Award of
Excellence
The Minnesota Recreation and Park Association (MRPA) presents an Award of Excellence
annually for notable projects and programs from the previous year. The City of Roseville is
the 2020 Award of Excellence recipient in the Volunteer Initiatives category for successfully
executing the Natural Resources Stewardship Program during the pandemic.
MRPA representative and Edina Parks and Recreation Assistant Director Tracy Petersen
will be at your meeting to present the award. Thanks to all who contributed to make this
award possible.
Requested Commission Action: Hear presentation and accept the award.
5. Midland Legacy Estates Park Dedication Update
At the May 4, 2021 meeting, the Parks and Recreation Commission reviewed and
recommended land for Park Dedication for the proposed Midland Legacy Estates
development at 2395 County Road B West.
Since the May 4 meeting, adjustments have been made to the proposal by the developer
and that has been resubmitted to the city for review. The proposed land dedication still
involves .61 acres with a slightly adjusted location, still along County Road B West and
does not warrant any further action at this time.
However, in addition to the .61-acre land dedication that you reviewed and recommended
in May, the developer has proposed to sell to the city, for a price yet to be finalized, an
additional .24 acres of land just north of the .61 acre that is required. If this could occur at a
fair price, the total park acreage then would be .85 acres as described in the enclosed
narrative and shown in the drawing.
Staff will be prepared to summarize this scenario with you at the meeting and listen to your
input as to whether you feel the city should consider pursuing this additional .24 acres of
land as described.

Requested Commission Action: Discuss, provide feedback and consider a
recommendation as to whether the city should pursue this additional .24 acres of land.
6. Discuss September Listening Session on the Pocahontas Park Name Conversation
At the April Parks and Recreation Commission meeting, Commission members agreed to
continue to gather feedback at events and through Commission member community
interaction throughout the spring/summer. This was in an effort to learn more and better
understand overall community thoughts, feelings, and interest in the Pocahontas Park
name.
The September 7, 2021 scheduled listening session is a part of your regular monthly
meeting agenda intended to culminate the community engagement process in an effort to
be able to formulate a future recommendation for the City Council.
Staff will summarize where we have been and where we are as it relates to the enclosed
previously outlined Pocahontas Park Name - Community Engagement and Analysis Plan.
We encourage the Commission to use this meeting time to plan for the September listening
session.
Requested Commission Action: Discuss, plan for and provide feedback on the scheduled
listening session.
7. Staff Report
a. New or Relevant Communication and Update Items
 Staff will provide updates on projects that have progressed over the summer.
8. Other
9. Adjournment
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ROSEVILLE PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES FOR
JUNE 1, 2021 6:30 p.m.
PRESENT:
ABSENT:
STAFF:

Arneson, Baggenstoss, Boulton, Brown, Carlson, Dahlstrom, Heikkila,
Hoag, Kim, Lenhart, Ybarra
Brokke, Christensen, Johnson

1) INTRODUCTIONS
Chair Hoag introduced the virtual Zoom format for the meeting due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
State Law allows for an exception to in-person public meetings during pandemics to ensure the
safety of commissioners, staff and the public. The public was still encouraged to participate in the
meeting using the Zoom platform.
2) ROLL CALL/PUBLIC COMMENT
Roll Call Commissioners: Arneson, Baggenstoss, Boulton, Brown, Carlson, Dahlstrom,
Heikkila, Kim, Lenhart, Ybarra and Hoag.
Chair Hoag called for public comment by members of the audience. No audience in
attendance.
3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES – MAY 4, 2021 MEETING
Commissioner Arneson moved to approve the minutes. Vice-Chair Dahlstrom seconds.
Roll Call
Ayes: Arneson, Baggenstoss, Boulton, Brown, Dahlstrom, Heikkila, Hoag, Lenhart and
Ybarra.
Nays: None.
Abstain: None.
4) 2020/21 DEER MONITORING AND REDUCTION PROGRAM REPORT
Staff provided a summary for the Commission on the history of the deer population in Roseville and
prior reduction efforts. Roseville has monitored the deer population since 2004 via the Ramsey
County flyover survey.
Roseville has collaborated with the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), Department
of Natural Resources (DNR), and Ramsey County to help manage the deer population the last 4
1
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seasons. It was determined that the deer population needed to be managed in Roseville based on the
expert assessment of deer habitat in the community (15–19 deer can be sustained in Roseville based
on the available wildlife habitat) and feedback from residents.
The four seasons of deer management included the following years:
• 2016/17 – 20 removed
o 1 night
• 2018/19 – 20 removed
o 3 nights
• 2019/20 – 46 removed
o 8 nights – 32 in the first two nights
 23 from SE Roseville
 23 from NE Roseville
• 2020/21 – 31 removed
o 11 nights
 12 from SE Roseville
 9 from NE Roseville
For the 2020/21 season 85 tags were requested from the DNR. However, due to weather and the extreme
safety measures that are utilized by the USDA, 31 deer were removed. The USDA provided a harvest
log detailing information about the overall 2020/21 program as well as the age, sex and fetus count (if
applicable) for the removed deer.
Staff reviewed community input information on the deer as well as data from the Roseville Police
Department, MN Highway Patrol and Roseville’s Community Development Department. This feedback
is tracked and analyzed on a continual basis.
Utilizing the calculation method suggested by the USDA and the DNR it is recommended to reduce the
herd by 49 deer for the 2021/22 season. Below is the calculation method based on the current deer
population in Roseville.
Survey – January 23, 2021
Taken since survey
Remaining herd
Assume ½ are female (16.5)
Assume 2 fawns each (add 33)
Population
Habitat support
Reduce

41 minimum
- 8 taken
33
+ 33
66
- 17
-49

Sites again suggested for the 2021/2022 reduction season include:
2
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Villa Park
Reservoir Woods Park,
Owasso Hills Park
Harriet Alexander Nature Center (HANC)
Storm Water Pond – utilizing private property for staging

Staff provided detail on a petition that was forwarded through City Council Member Etten on behalf of a
local high school student. The petition was signed by 113 people and made the following requests:
• That the city reconsider and evaluate the methods in which deer in the city are reduced
• A desire to have the city look more into the feeding ban as a way to try and control the herd
In a follow up with the DNR, as requested at the joint meeting with the City Council, staff discussed the
option of using the sterilization/inoculation technique. However, the DNR again reiterated that this
technique would not work well in an open landscape such as Roseville. Rather, it is best utilized within a
high fenced area or on an island. In addition, the DNR noted that this method is currently not being used
in Minnesota. However, if a test site were ever considered, and there was a humane way to fence in the
deer, staff indicated that Roseville would gladly volunteer to participate as a pilot program.
Staff reviewed the feeding ban that was implemented as part of the Wildlife Management Ordinance. As
the city is made aware of violations, code enforcement is following up. Additional public education on
the feeding ban may potentially be needed.
The Commission discussed the population of the deer, the need to ensure a healthy herd and the
importance of trusting the expert recommendations for reducing the herd.
Commissioner Brown motioned to recommend that the city request 50 deer tags from the
DNR for the 2021/22 deer reduction program in Roseville, with the understanding that
not all tags need to be utilized. Seconded by Commissioner Baggenstoss.
Roll Call
Ayes: Arneson, Baggenstoss, Boulton, Brown, Dahlstrom, Heikkila, Hoag, Lenhart and
Ybarra.
Nays: None.
Abstain: None.
5) PICKLEBALL COURTS DISCUSSION
• Pickleball Overview
o 3.46 Million players nationally in 2019
o Average annual growth rate was 7.2%/year between 2016 and 2019
o 60% of “core” players are 55+
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 The bulk of new and casual players are under 55
o 34,094 courts nation wide
Pickleball in Roseville
o Currently temporary courts at Evergreen Park and indoor at Brimhall
o Significant use by both pickleball and tennis
o Community feedback on the interest to have permanent courts
o Commission received a petition in July of 2019
Possible Conversion
o 6 Permanent pickleball courts at Evergreen Park
o Retrofit existing courts – similar layout to what was done with the pickleball courts at
Bobby Theisen Park in Shoreview
o Lit Courts
Fairview Tennis Courts
o 4 Courts
o Cracked surface
o Owned by ISD 623
o Unlit Courts
Summary
o Retrofit Evergreen tennis courts for 6 permanent pickleball courts
o Repair Fairview tennis courts for tennis (4 courts)
o Estimated cost is $75,000 - $90,000
o Next Steps:
o Engage neighborhood
o Determine financing method
o Options for future growth

Chair Hoag asked if it would potentially make sense to put the pickleball courts at the Fairview
location to accommodate additional courts in the future. Staff relayed that other communities have
reported significant ongoing noise complaints when pickleball courts are located within a close
proximity to homes. Therefore, the Fairview location would not be an ideal spot for pickleball due to
the closeness of the courts and surrounding homes.
The Commission discussed the balancing act between tennis and pickleball within the city, the
unique social aspect of pickleball and the potential option to add lights at Fairview.
Commissioner Baggenstoss noted that it is important to not create a divisive attitude when
transitioning over tennis courts to pickleball. He also relayed that he feels it is important to research
lighting with the goal of potentially adding it to the Fairview courts. Finally, he advocated for
researching options to reduce the pickleball acoustics as this could allow for the opportunity to offer
the amenity at additional Roseville Parks and meet the growing need.
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Commissioner Brown asked about usage of the tennis courts in the evening. Chair Hoag relayed that
on summer evenings either one or both of the tennis courts near his home are always being utilized.
Commissioner Arneson suggested possibly utilizing some of the industrial areas of the community
for pickleball as that would solve the acoustic and lighting concerns.
The Commission discussed other potential locations that would work for pickleball. As well as
options to test acoustic decibel levels utilizing different parameters such as varied paddle
construction or ball materials.
Commissioner Ybarra commented on the importance of completing the Fairview tennis courts before
transitioning Evergreen Park to pickleball. This will make sure that the tennis players are not
displaced during the transition, which will help to ensure a more harmonious transition for both
pickleball and tennis players.
Commissioner Baggenstoss motioned to recommend moving forward with pursuing the
plan as presented with the possible addition of lights being considered at the Fairview
tennis courts. Seconded by Commissioner Arneson.
Roll Call
Ayes: Arneson, Baggenstoss, Boulton, Brown, Dahlstrom, Heikkila, Hoag,
and Ybarra.
Nays: None.
Abstain: None.
6) STAFF REPORT
a) NEW OR RELEVANT COMMUNICATIONS AND UPDATE ITEMS
• Operational Update
o Most COVID-19 restrictions are ending
o Summer program registrations continue
 Program registrations are almost back to pre-pandemic levels
o Facility Rentals are available and starting to increase
o Rosebrook Park wading pool is open
o Skate Park is open
• Thanks to all of the volunteers who came out to plant the flowers along Lexington Avenue as
part of the Flower Power planting volunteer event on Saturday, May 22
• Rosefest
o Wednesday, June 23
 Discover Your Parks – Villa Park
5
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•

o Thursday, June 24
 Touch a truck
 Kids Garage Sale
 Golden Rose Medallion Hunt Kick-off
 Concert in the Park – Blue Groove Bluegrass Band
o Friday, June 25
 9 and Dine on a Dime Golf at Cedarholm
 Superhero Carnival
 Family Free Skate at the Roseville Skating Center
 Calvary Community Theater in the Park
 Golden Rose Medallion Hunt
o Saturday, June 26
 Run for the Roses 5K
 Calvary Community Theater in the Park
 Backyard Campout
 Golden Rose Medallion Hunt
o Sunday, June 27
 Rosefest Golf Tournament
 Porsche Car Show (tentative)
 Teddy Bear Band (2 shows)
 Golden Rose Medallion Hunt
o Unable to offer in 2021
 Parade – postponed to 2022
 Party in the Park (fireworks) – postponed to 2022
 Taste of Rosefest postponed until fall 2021
The summer concert series “Live at the Rog” will be held every Tuesday, Thursday and
Sunday from June 13 – August 15

7) OTHER
Staff gave a special thanks to Youth Commissioner Kim and relayed that tonight would be his last
meeting serving as Youth Commissioner as he is preparing for college in the fall. The Commission
thanked Youth Commissioner Kim for his time and dedication to the Parks and Recreation
Commission. They also specifically commended him for bringing forth the Pocahontas Park name
concern and for his continued leadership on the project.
Meeting adjourned at 7:47p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,
Danielle Christensen, Department Assistant
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AGAINST THE ODDS: SUCCESSFULLY EXECUTING THE NATURAL
RESOURCES STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM DURING THE PANDEMIC

ROSEVILLE PARKS AND RECREATION
2020 MINNESOTA PARKS AND RECREATION ASSOCIATION AWARD OF
EXCELLENCE: VOLUNTEER INITIATIVES

CONTACT
Matthew L. Johnson
Matthew.johnson@cityofroseville.com
(651) 792-7102

Describe the project goals and objectives including any technology
that was used.
Roseville Parks and Recreation has a long history of Volunteerism. In 2014, the City undertook a
$1.5mil comprehensive Natural Resources Restoration Program to revitalize and maintain
Roseville’s public natural resources. The program began using an ecological contractor with the
assistance of staff and some volunteers as parks and open spaces underwent a significant
transformation to a more native landscape. Following the initial wave of revitalization, the
program was expanded and transitioned to ongoing management and stewardship conducted
primarily by trained volunteers. The overall goals of the program were and continue to be to:
•
•
•
•
•

Revitalize Roseville’s natural areas
Preserve natural assets within the city
Foster environmental awareness within the community
Encourage volunteerism, community-service, community-building
Foster leadership and kinship among community members

Over the past couple of years, the program began to transition from the initial contractor/staff led
to the more volunteer led program. Volunteer leaders were recruited, trained and began to lead
their own natural resources efforts in the park system. Additionally, staff/consultant led events
have become more frequent and attendance has grown. Examples of volunteer events include
buckthorn removal, garlic mustard removal, native seed harvesting, native seed spreading, flower
plantings, flower maintenance, specialized work on the community orchard and more.
Entering 2020, the goals for the program were to continue this evolution including to:
•
•
•
•

Further engage with our volunteer community
Improve regular communication about the status and goals of the program to
those who participate
Create a deeper bond between the volunteers and park stewardship
Increase the number of volunteer hours worked from 2019 to 2020

In the early months of 2020, we were well on our way to accomplishing those goals. More than
40 volunteers attended our 2020 program kick-off event in January and there was a tremendous
amount of excitement around the program. However, like so many programs, when COVID-19
hit in March, the success of the program was very much in doubt. Because most of our volunteer
events required large groups of people to meet and interact in a semi-structured way, it was
unclear whether any volunteer natural resources events could be held this year. This was
concerning, both in that it would leave work that had been planned for 2020 undone but more
importantly, because a prolonged loss of contact with volunteers over an extended period of time
would likely reduce their engagement in the program and stop the positive momentum that had
been building for the program. Additionally, staff understood the important role that the program
played for some volunteers’ physical, social and emotional needs and were concerned what
impact a total shut down may have on them.

Given these factors, staff recommitted to figuring out methods to safely engage volunteers in the
Natural Resources Stewardship Program. This recalibration established new goals for 2020:
•
•
•

Ensure that any events and activities that are run are safe and exceed the CDC/MDH
guidance for safety measures
Engage with as many volunteers as possible during safe events
Focus on maximizing number of contacts with volunteers (shifts worked) instead of total
hours worked, as multiple contacts was more likely to yield long term engagement.

By the end of the of a year, what was once thought to be a total loss turned into a tremendous
success: the Natural Resources Stewardship Program logged more than 900 volunteer hours
worked in creative and impactful ways; many of which occurred in the early months of the
pandemic when many programs and services were not running.

TECHNOLOGY
Several pieces of technology were used in execution of the 2020 Volunteer Stewardship Program
including:
•
•
•

Volgistics, a volunteer database, was used to track volunteer participation and monitor
event to event and year to year trends.
Zoom allowed safe communication between staff members and lead volunteers in
planning events/activities
Communication technology including Civic Plus Newsletters, Facebook and Twitter
were used to recruit volunteers, and communicate the progress that volunteers were
making to the community.

Outline the planning process and timeline for the project.
The Natural Resources Management plan was originally created through a comprehensive
engagement process that included community meetings, condition assessments and contracted
experts. An annual review of the plan, and request for feedback is conducted each January at a
general meeting of all program volunteers. The plan is also reviewed annually by the Parks and
Recreation Commission. Fortunately, both reviews occurred in January, 2020.
The modification of the program due to the COVID-19 pandemic was conducted initially in
April and from there on a month by month and day to day basis to allow maximum flexibility as
the COVID-19 situation evolved. The Parks Superintendent and Volunteer Coordinator led the
planning process through research on best practices, Center for Disease Control and Minnesota
of Department of Health guidelines and with input from volunteer leaders.
The planning process yielded several points of emphasis:

•
•
•

Ensure that all events are pre-registered and participants pre-screen for any COVIDsymptoms.
Utilizes shifts, pods and other distancing measures to ensure that all volunteers who
wanted to participate had the opportunity to do so.
Focus on running events that maximized volunteers feeling of impact on the community
to encourage ongoing engagement.

In the end, this strategy proved very successful. Although all projects were stopped for a period
in the spring and again in the late fall, over the course of 2020, a total of 23 volunteer events
were held. These events yielded 401 volunteer shifts worked, a number that nearly equaled the
number of shifts worked in all of 2019. These 401 shifts resulted in more than 900 hours of
volunteer stewardship work.
Although there were more than 20 events and interactions, three events that showcase the
creative approach that was taken to providing impactful events are:

•

Flower Planting in Central Park (May):
This annual event ordinarily draws 100 volunteers to plant thousands of flowers in
Central Park over a two-hour period. To adapt the program during the pandemic, staff
developed a plan that created a grid of floral plots and elongated the timeline of the event
to two eight-hour days, so families and individual could plant their designated plot during
a two-hour window with no one else around them. All told, nearly 10,000 flowers were
safely planted at the event by more than 40 volunteers.

•

Citywide Tree Planting (September):
This first-time event planted more than 100 grant funded trees in the city. In order to
ensure a safe event, in lieu of planting the trees at one or two parks, the trees were
divided across six different parks in the community. When volunteers signed up, they
were assigned a specific park to report to. Staff delivered trees to each site but each
location was managed primarily by a trained volunteer who led the other volunteers in the
planting of their trees. This event was so successful, it is planned to be an annual event in
future years.

•

Community Orchard Apple Picking and Food Shelf Donation (September):
In 2015, the city planted an experimental community orchard of fruit trees. For the first
time, in 2020, those trees grew edible fruit. This fall, 28 volunteers put in 88 hours of
work harvesting fruit from the trees. Similar to the flower planting, volunteers were
scheduled in small numbers and spread out over many shifts to ensure the safety of all
participants. At the conclusion of the season, more than 100lbs volunteer-harvested
apples were donated to Every Meal, a local food-shelf dedicated to fighting childhood
hunger. In addition to the apples that went to the food shelf, a few late blooming apples
were harvested by Rachel Boggs, the city Volunteer Coordinator, and Patti Sullivan, a
city Parkkeeper, and made into apple butter which was given to the orchard volunteers as
a thank you gift for their efforts.

The above examples are three of the 23 events that were held this summer, but are illustrative of
the approach that was taken by staff to offer safe, engaging events for volunteers to participate in
when it seemed none were possible.

Outline the funding plan including the project budget,
donations, grants or public-private funding sources.
The holistic 2020 Natural Resources Stewardship Program had minimal cost associated with it
other than staff time. In addition to the persistence of staff and volunteers, direct costs for much
of the program were again contributed by private friends groups and public grant funds
including:
•
•
•

Friends of Roseville Parks donated $4,000 to fund the flowers that were utilized for the
Central Park boulevard flower planting.
100 trees for the tree panting day were funded through a Department of Natural
Resources grant.
Volunteers contributed more than 900 hours of work, a value of more than $25,000.

Explain the level of collaboration including internal and
external partners.
More so than any previous year, the 2020 Volunteer Natural Resources Stewardship program
required widespread collaboration. Examples include:
•

Internal:
o The city Volunteer Coordinator, Rachel Boggs (out of the Administrative
Department) and the Parks Superintendent, Jim Taylor (out of the Parks and
Recreation Department) collaborated to create COVID-safe volunteer events, and
were on site for all of the staff-led events to ensure that they were safely
executed. This often included using multiple sites, or holding multiple small
events in place on larger events.
o City communications staff assisted with a new quarterly newsletter to keep in
contact with volunteers who were not comfortable participating in events during
the pandemic, better inform volunteers in the program of the “big picture”
outlook of the program, and inform volunteers of upcoming events.

o The city Emergency Management and leadership team provided support and
guidance on developing safe volunteer events.
•

External:
o Stantec Environmental Services provided ecological guidance to the program
and provides support staff to educate and guide volunteers during select events.
o Local Community Groups: Friends of Roseville Parks provided funding to the
flower planting event in May. A local Boy Scout troop provided volunteers for
the tree planting event.
o Every Meal Roseville: In 2020 volunteers harvested more than 100lbs of apples
from the community orchard. Through a collaboration with Every Meal
Roseville (the local food shelf), the apples were distributed to families in need.
o The Roseville Community: without the Roseville community, this program
would not have been possible. In 2020 155 people spent 954 hours volunteering
in our parks this year.
o Staff utilized resources provided by the CDC, MDH, NRPA and peer MRPA
organizations when developing their volunteer events.

Describe the community support/impact, which could
include measurable response to support of project including
attendance, correspondence with groups/organizations,
expanded community participation, publicity including
social media, news articles and other television or any other
examples of public support.
The community support for the Natural Resources Stewardship Program in 2020 was strong.
Community members told us that they looked forward to their next volunteering opportunity and
it provided relief from the challenges of 2020. The metrics support this claim:
•
•
•
•
•
•

155 people volunteered in the program
401 volunteer shifts were filled
954 volunteer hours were worked
55 people volunteered in the Natural Resources Stewardship Program for the first time in
2020
23 volunteer events were held
12 volunteer led events were held without any city staff present

Feedback from many volunteers indicated that their volunteering opportunities were an
important connection to the community and their overall wellbeing during the pandemic.

Additionally, the program received a significant amount of recognition including:
•
•
•
•

City news releases
A feature story on CTV (local cable access) regarding the flower planting event
A story about one of the volunteer events KSTP News
Facebook and Twitter posts by the city, department and engaged volunteers

Outline the evaluation or review process utilized throughout
the project’s implementation and completion highlighting
relevant outcomes which could include volunteer feedback,
surveys, resident response, budget savings, etc. Explain how
project goals and objectives were met.
The Volunteer Natural Resources Stewardship Program is evaluated regularly in the following
manner:
•
•
•
•
•

Ongoing interaction with volunteer leaders
Annual review of the program at the annual meeting
Annual review by the Parks and Recreation commission
Periodic volunteer surveys from the volunteer coordinator
Analysis of program metrics

When the decision was made to continue with volunteer events in April, the feeling was that any
amount of engagement with even a small group of volunteers would be a success. Instead, we
found more support for the volunteer program than we could have imagined.
In spite of having several months where no gatherings of any sort were permissible, and others
where only extremely small gatherings were allowed, the metrics that we track participation with
only slightly declined from 2019 and in many cases were greater than 2018.
•
•
•
•
•

401 shifts occurred in 2020 (only an 8% reduction vs 2019, and more shifts
logged than 2018)
954 hours were worked (a 20% decrease in the number of volunteer hours
occurred in 2020)
155 people participated in the program
954 volunteer hours yielded $25,948 in work for the city
55 people volunteered in the program for the first time in 2020

Additionally, ongoing interaction with volunteers showed a positive review of the approach in
2020 (and continued into the early months of 2021). Volunteers reported feeling safe in their

participation, valued for their contribution and that their contributions made a meaningful impact
to the community.
During this year, budgets for everyone were challenging. We were very fortunate to have Friends
of Roseville Parks contribute funding for flowers and also receive a grant to plant trees. These
were significant and welcomed budget savings during a challenging year.

Describe why the project is unique or otherwise deserving of
an MRPA Award of Excellence.
The 2020 Natural Resources program is unique and deserving of the MRPA Award of
Excellence because it utilized ingenuity, persistence and collaboration to continue to affectively
run the program during the adverse conditions of the pandemic, when many other volunteer
programs stopped or drastically reduced operations.
When the Pandemic reached Minnesota this Spring, it appeared that there would be no way that
we could continue the program in a meaningful way. To allow the program to stop for the year
would have resulted in a catastrophic loss of momentum to the growing program, and adversely
affected the volunteers who love to give back to their community. Instead, staff and volunteers
worked through the challenges the pandemic caused, found creative solutions and implemented a
program proved to be a huge success. In spite of the challenges and multiple cancelations, the
program metrics were nearly on par with a previous-years. The lessons learned in 2020 will
allow us to continue to effectively offer Natural Resources Stewardship opportunities throughout
the remainder of the pandemic and allow us to continue to grow the program in spite of the
pandemic. It is important to note that the heroes of the 2020 Natural Resources Program were the
volunteers who continued to volunteer in large numbers, participated safely and provide new
ideas on how the program could be run safely. Without this amazing group, the program simply
wouldn’t have been possible.
In this difficult time, rather than lose momentum, the program maintained a connection between
volunteers and the city and actually gained contact with many new volunteers. More than the
metrics, the bonds created through 2020’s unique approach were hugely impactful to the
volunteers, the community and the city.

Pocahontas Park Name - Community Engagement and Analysis Plan
UPDATED March 2021
Progress tracked in BLUE – Updated July 27, 2021

Background
Pocahontas Park, located on 2540 Pascal, has been in the Roseville Parks and Recreation system
since the 1960s. Its original naming did utilize a community process.
Recently, some community members have expressed some concern that the name may cause
harm to Native Populations. Community members noted the following concerns:
• Pocahontas, the person, has no direct ties to Minnesota, Minnesota’s current Native
populations or the indigenous populations who originally inhabited Minnesota.
•

The popular, commonly told, narrative of Pocahontas’ life focuses primarily on her
assimilation to European culture such as her conversion to Christianity and taking a
European name. The version of events told by her tribe (The Powhatan) says that
Pocahontas was exploited and victimized by the European settlers.

Although there have been some preliminary general comments from the community, the topic
has not been widely discussed in a formal way. In accordance with the Government Alliance on
Racial Equity (GARE) Toolkit, and City standards for engagement, it has been suggested by the
Parks and Recreation Commission that a comprehensive engagement process be undertaken to
ensure that the:
• Issue is thoroughly understood.
• Impacted populations are aware of the conversation and have the opportunity to
participate.
• Recommendations are thoroughly vetted and that feedback of all Roseville residents
is considered.

I.

Objective

To engage the impacted communities to assess the impact of the name on their feeling of being
“welcomed, included and respected” in Roseville, including the:
•
•
•
•

Native American people who live in Roseville
Indigenous populations of Minnesota
Neighbors of Pocahontas Park
Entire Roseville community

Utilize the process as a potential opportunity for education on Native Americans in Minnesota
for the Parks and Recreation Commission and the Community.
Develop relationships with the Native Community that can lead to greater long term, ongoing
engagement.

II.

Data

History of Pocahontas as a Person: A history of Pocahontas as a person was shared at the
Parks and Recreation Commission meeting on September 1. View the meeting minutes of that
discussion.
Native American Population in Roseville: 168 (2010 Census), estimated 217 (2018 – US
Census Bureau estimate).
Native American Population in MN:

Pocahontas Park Neighborhood:
An estimate found that nearly 700 Roseville addresses would likely consider Pocahontas Park to
be their neighborhood park. This analysis of “neighborhood park” was comprised of walkability
(distance and absence of significant barriers) and residents for whom Pocahontas Park is their
nearest park.

Total Population of Roseville: 33,660

III.

Engagement

Based on the information provided above, the following groups and strategies have been
identified for engagement. Next to each strategy, a proposed responsible person is listed in
parentheses. For further commentary/methodology, see Section V. Implementation.
Native Americans who live in Roseville
o Engagement Strategies:
 Public notice that the Parks and Recreation Commission is seeking
comment on the issue (Staff)
 Project webpage (Staff)
 Public meeting (likely virtual due to COVID 19) (Staff/Commission)
 Connecting through personal resources
• Wild Rice Festival Participants (Staff)
 City newsletter (Staff)
 Target: minimum 10 people.
Native Americans who live outside of Roseville but have expertise on impacts of names on a
population
o Engagement strategies
 Specific invitations:
• Minnesota Indian Affairs Council
o Shannon Geshik discussed with the Commission on
December 1, 2020.
• Roseville Area School Native American Parent Group
o Staff attended a meeting in April.
• U of M American Indian Studies leaders/faculty
o Reached out, no response.
• Minnesota Historical Society
o The Commission has been provided links to two webinars
presented by Dr. Kate Beane, one regarding naming issues.
• St. Paul Public Schools Indian Education Program
o Received feedback from John Bobolink
• Native Governance Center
o Staff spoke with Executive Director, Wayne Ducheneaux in
November.
•

Target: 2 or 3 experts

Neighbors of Pocahontas Park

o Engagement method
 Direct mailing
• Notice was mailed to nearby homes as part of the Discover Your
Parks Mailing.
• Direct mailing will be sent to those identified in this plan prior to
the Sept. 7 listening session.
 Electronic notice
• Cityofroseville.com/Pocahontaspark
• News update posted
 Listening session
• September 7
 City newsletter
• Included in the March/April newsletter
 Direct Engagement
• Staff/Commissioners plan to attend Discover Your Parks at
Pocahontas park.
• Staff attended the Indigenous Dance performance in Central Park to
solicit feedback.
 Target: 25 people
Roseville residents beyond the park neighborhood










Direct mailing
• Notice was mailed to nearby homes as part of the Discover Your
Parks Mailing.
• Direct mailing will be sent to those identified in this plan prior to
the Sept. 7 listening session.
Electronic notice
• Cityofroseville.com/Pocahontaspark
• News update posted
Listening session
• September 7
City newsletter
• Included in the March/April newsletter
Direct Engagement
• Staff/Commissioners attended 7 Discover Your Parks events and
handed out flyers and solicited feedback.
• Staff attended the Indigenous Dance performance in Central Park to
solicit feedback.
• Display boards about the issue were placed in City Hall.
Target: 50 people

Sufficient Engagement Will Have Been Accomplished When:
•

A significant number of each of the stakeholder groups above have provided input (see

•

IV.

“targets” above).
Impacted groups such as neighbors, Roseville’s native community and the greater
Roseville community is aware of the issue and conversation.

Analysis

Parks and Recreation Commission Members shall review and analyze the data collected and
make a recommendation to the City Council to either keep the name the same, change the name
or engage in further conversation on the issue. If the commission recommends a name change,
the City Council may ask the Parks and Recreation Commission to continue this process to
recommend a new name to the city council.
It is important to note that the City’s Racial Equity Narrative will be utilized in the analysis of
the data and the provision of a recommendation. This process is not intended to be a simple
“straw poll” on the issue.

V.

Implementation

The proposed process consists of (completed items italicized):
•

PLAN DEVELOPMENT
o November 5, 2020 – Parks and Recreation Commission developed draft
Engagement Plan. Agree that plan will continue to evolve as more information is
learned.
o January 2020 – Joint meeting with City Council to update on feedback received
and seek feedback.

•

INFORMATION GATHERING
 Commissioners heard from Shannon Geshik of the Minnesota Indian
Affairs Council, a Roseville Resident and member of the Roseville Indian
Education Parent Committee and Roseville resident. (See December Parks
and Recreation Commission meeting minutes)
 Staff Spoke with Wayne Ducheneaux from the Native Governance Center.
(Notes included in March Parks and Recreation Commission Packet)
 Received written correspondence from John Bobolink, St. Paul Public
schools. (Included in March Parks and Recreation Commission Packet)
 Received written feedback from Metropolitan Urban Indian Directors
Group. (Included in March Parks and Recreation Commission Packet)
 Other written reports and information sessions have been collected and
provided to the Commission. (See various Commission Packets and
meeting minutes).
o Community Listening Session (September 7, 2021)
 Share feedback that has been received
 Invite neighbors to participate




• Direct mailing to neighborhood
• Targeted mailing to Native American community (if possible)
• Social Media/Nextdoor
Invite Native American residents to participate
Utilize existing contacts at school district(s)

•

WEBSITE
o Overview of the discussion of the issue and updated
o Offer opportunity for residents to submit their feedback

•

WRITTEN FEEDBACK
o Allow experts to submit written feedback

•

IN PERSON ENGAGEMENT

o The COVID 19 pandemic causes challenges to other vehicles for engagement that
may be used. Examples could include in-person community meetings and
engagement at community events. Staff and the commission will continue to
analyze the viability of safely using these methods.
•

VI.

DELIBERATION AND RECOMENDATION
o Once sufficient engagement with all target populations has been reached, the
Parks and Recreation Commission will analyze the data received and develop a
recommendation for City Council. Their recommendation shall ensure that
impacted communities’ input and racial equity considerations are included in their
recommendation.

Accountability

The above process will strive to meet the following tangible benchmarks to ensure that it meets
the objective listed in section I.
•
•

Notify all neighbors within the defined “neighborhood” of the conversation and provide
them an opportunity to participate in the conversation.
Receive feedback from:
o 10 Roseville residents who are Native American.
o 2 Native American experts.
o 20 Neighbors of the park.
o Provided the opportunity for all Roseville residents to participate in the process.
o Provided the opportunity for feedback on the final proposal before it is
implemented.

Pocahontas Park Name Review
The City of
Roseville strives
to be a welcoming
and inclusive
place for all.

The Parks and Recreation Commission is currently
examining

the

name

of

Pocahontas

Park

after

concerns were raised that the name may be offensive,
and if so, does not reflect Roseville’s desire to be an
inclusive community.

Learning

Listening

Strategically Analyzing

The Commission has been
learning more about who
Pocahontas (birth name
Matoaka), was, heard feedback
from representatives of Native
American groups, received
feedback from residents and
discussed the issue.

The Parks and Recreation Commission
is planning to hear more from Native
American communities, Native
American residents of Roseville,
neighbors of Pocahontas Park and
other residents who are interested in
the conversation. Commissioners will
be seeking feedback throughout the

The Commission has developed
an Engagement and Analysis
Plan based upon the
Government Alliance on Race
and Equity (GARE) Racial Equity
Toolkit and the draft HRIEC
engagement best practices.

summer and holding a listening
session at their September 7 meeting.

WHAT ARE THE CONCERNS ABOUT THE NAME POCAHONTAS PARK?
In conversations with representatives of Native American groups and others, the following
concerns have been raised
The story of Pocahontas that most people know is inaccurate and contains stereotypes.
As told by her tribe, Pocahontas was actually captured and abused by white settlers
throughout her life
Research shows that romanticizing the past and inaccurate portrayals of Native
Americans is harmful to Native Americans currently
Pocahontas had no ties to Minnesota or the tribes that reside here

JOHNATHAN DOE
Really Great Co. Limited

For more information, visit cityofroseville.com/pocahontaspark

Pocahontas Park Name Review
The City of Ro sevi ll e
is commit te d to taking
t angibl e s teps t o
norma lize, organi ze,
an d implement raci al
equit y principl es and
t ools.

The Parks and Recreation Commission is working to engage the
affected communities to assess the impact of the name, Pocahontas
Park, on their feeling of being “welcomed, included and respected” in
Roseville, including the:
Native American people who live in Roseville
Indigenous populations of Minnesota
Neighbors of Pocahontas Park
Entire Roseville Community

HOW CAN I CONTRIBUTE TO THE CONVERSATION?
There are multiple ways to contact the Parks and Recreation Commission. Reach out and make
your voice heard today:
To provide feedback on the Parks and Recreation Commission's review of the name of
Pocahontas Park please visit cityofroseville.com/pocahontaspark
·Submit your idea for a possible name if a name change is recommended at

cityofroseville.com/pocahontaspark

·Join the Parks and Recreation Commission meeting on September 7, 2021 to provide
feedback

What will the Parks and
Recreation Commission
do with the information
and feedback they have
gathered?

Once sufficient engagement with all
target populations has been
reached, the Commission will
analyze the data received and
develop a recommendation for the
City Council. Their recommendation
shall ensure that impacted
communities’ input and racial
equity considerations are included.

Contact Parks and Recreation Commission
Please complete this online form and submit.

Subject:

Pocahontas Park

Contact Information

Name:

Kathy Ramundt

Address:
City:

Roseville

State:

MN

Zip:

55113

How would you prefer to
be contacted? Remember
to fill in the
corresponding contact
information in the fields
below.

Email

Phone Number:
Email Address:
Please Share Your
Comment, Question or
Concern

Thank you so much for discussing Pocahontus Park at tonight's
meeting. I have heard from multiple people, including some
indigenous friends, that that name is very offensive. Given the
fact that it has no connection to Minnesota, I sincerely hope that
you will move to have the name changed. I imagine it would be a
healing move to include indigenous people in choosing a name
that reflects their presence in our community.

Unless restricted by law, all correspondence to and from Roseville City
government offices, including information submitted through electronic forms such
as this one, may be public data subject to the Minnesota Data Practices Act
and/or may be disclosed to third parties.

Matthew Johnson

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 11:21 AM
Matthew Johnson
Online Form Submittal: Pocahontas Park Comments

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.

The following form was submitted via your website: Pocahontas Park Comments
My thoughts and comments on Pocahontas Park:: Where did the name of this park come
from? Most of the other parks are named for there location, plot/area location name or our two
parks dedicated to our two lost police officers.
I would like to suggest it is time to change the name of this park. Even if there is a same street
name around the park, the park itself could be renamed.
I would like Parks and Recreation staff to contact me.: Yes
First Name: Sharon
Last Name: Gerber
Address:
City: Roseville
State: MN
Zip Code: 55113
Email address:

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 9/23/2020 11:20:49 AM
Submitted from IP Address: 174.20.3.238
1
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hear Darrell Baggenstoss emphasize the importance of hearing
from the non-dominate culture before deciding on a new name.
I also want to thank others who made similar comments.
I understand that you could choose to recommend changing
the name to something more generic or a name based on
current or more recent history. I’d like to suggest that this
presents a unique opportunity to recognize and honor the
Indigenous people who lived here before the white settlers
came and literally stole their land. Looking around Roseville I
have not seen anything, anywhere, which recognizes that the
Dakota and Ojibwe people. Not as street name, a building, a
Heritage Trail maker, nothing. Like other white people, I had
never given it a moment’s thought until recently, and I was very
sad when I visited the Roseville Historical Society last Winter
and was told the history begins with Isaac Rose in 1843.
I do appreciate that Parks and Recreation hosts Wild Rice
Festival and that this year the Music at the Rog included an
Indigenous band, and there are probably other things I am
missing. What I’d like to see is something permanent that can
be used as a catalyst for discussions of the full history of our
City.
I’m going to push a little and say I would like to see two parks
re-named. One in honor of the Dakota, and one in honor of the
Ojibwe. The fact that we have a park named for a woman who
was part of a Indigenous nation from the East Coast highlights
the fact that many of us have not understood or appreciated
that there were more than 500 Indigenous Nations in the US,
and many different nations/communities/tribes in Minnesota. If
they are discussed at all, they are usually lumped together as
Indigenous. How powerful would it be to change that right here,
right now, by taking this opportunity to separately honor both
the Dakota and Ojibwe. It matters. I know that Don Eubanks
who is from Mille Lacs and Dannah Thompson who is White
Earth are always very careful to say that they cannot speak for
the Dakota.
It could be so beautiful!!! Like the Arts Roseville Mosaic Project
at the library, I imagine a project to honor separately honor the
Dakota and Ojibwe. If that was at two separate and distinct
parks it would be so powerful! It could always be a source of
discussion. If it is impossible to imagine two separate parks, I
hope in your discussions you will be attune to the fact that it is
important to understand who you are hearing from.
Ultimately I could be completely wrong. Maybe it’s not as
simple as making the two distinctions or maybe that’s not the

2
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most important thing. This is another great example of a white
person thinking I know what is needed! Please take this as a
suggestion to encourage you to think big at this time and to
suggest some questions to ask before making your
recommendations.
One other thing I would like to point out is that usually in
October the City of Roseville has a proclamation for Indigenous
People’s Day. . They are usually very generic. I have been
pushing the Human Rights, Inclusion and Engagement
Commission and the City Council to make all of the
Proclamations more meaningful by actually referencing how
the proclamations are connected to residents in Roseville, and
I have asked them to do programming related to the
proclamations too.
I know it’s virtually impossible to think you will have a new
name by October, but I think it would be great if along with this
year’s Proclamation, the Mayor could announce the work being
done to change the name of Pocahontus Park. I imagine in the
future every Indigenous proclamation could include references
to the park or parks that honor the Indigenous People and why
it is important to have them. The question that we like to ask
when we are looking at what the City is doing is “Is whatever
this action is meaningful, or it is just ‘checking a box’ to say we
have done something’. You have a perfect opportunity to make
the Indigenous People’s Day proclamation this year be more
than checking a box. I know there’s not much time but you
could also show that it is possible to move fast when the
situation warrants it.
Thank you again for your thoughtful consideration of this park
name. The fact that none of you questioned the need to
change the name gave me great hope that more and more
people in our community, and especially those representing our
City, are ready to accept responsibility and do the work to really
live up to the Inclusion and Respect Statement.
Thank you.

Unless restricted by law, all correspondence to and from Roseville City government
offices, including information submitted through electronic forms such as this one,
may be public data subject to the Minnesota Data Practices Act and/or may be
disclosed to third parties.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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From: noreply@civicplus.com <noreply@civicplus.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 2, 2020 6:42 PM
To: *RVParksCommission <*RVParksCommission@metro-inet.us>
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Contact Parks and Recreation Commission
Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.

Contact Parks and Recreation Commission
Please complete this online form and submit.
Subject:

Pocahontas Park

Contact Information
Name:

Shannon Geshick

Address:
City:

Roseville

State:

MN

Zip:

55113

How would you prefer to
be contacted? Remember
to fill in the corresponding
contact information in the
fields below.

Email

Phone Number:

Field not completed.

Email Address:
Please Share Your
Comment, Question or
Concern

As Executive Director of the MN Indian Affairs Council, I suggest
that the Dakota tribal nations/ community have an opportunity for
input as Roseville is their ancestral lands. As an Ojibwe woman,
it makes sense to maybe not rename but rather revert back to
the original name.

Unless restricted by law, all correspondence to and from Roseville City
27

From: noreply@civicplus.com <noreply@civicplus.com>
Sent: Thursday, September 3, 2020 8:15 PM
To: *RVParksCommission <*RVParksCommission@metro-inet.us>
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Contact Parks and Recreation Commission

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.

Contact Parks and Recreation Commission
Please complete this online form and submit.

Subject:

Discussion of Pocahontas Park

Contact Information

Name:

Dannah Thompson

Address:
City:

Roseville

State:

MN

Zip:

55113

How would you prefer to
be contacted? Remember
to fill in the
corresponding contact
information in the fields
below.

Email

Phone Number:
Email Address:
Please Share Your
Comment, Question or
Concern

I want to thank the Commission for their discussion and informed
comments on Pocahontas Park. As a descendant of the White
Earth Tribe of Ojibwe, I am very thankful you all identified this as
an issue and are pursuing this discussion further, into concrete
action. I hope you will work with the HREIC and the Indigenous
community to deliver on this significant opportunity.
As was discussed on Tuesday the name Pocahontas Park can
29

be very triggering for our Indigenous relatives and we want
Roseville to be inclusive and welcoming.
As I mentioned in my public comment, the name is harmful in
four specific ways.
1.) It contributes to Pan-Indianism which further strips our unique
identities and cultural beliefs. Furthermore, it lacks accountability
in acknowledging the awful history between America and Turtle
Island and it forces the Indigenous community to relive the worst
parts of it.
2.) Pocahontas was not her name and does not honor her as
much as it does someone else. If we were to continue wanting to
honor her, we should use her real Indigenous name, Matoaka.
3.) Pocahontas was not from modern day Minnesota, but from
the East Coast. This erases the history of whose land we are on,
the Lakota/Dakota, Ojibwe, and Ho Chunk. It'd be a better to
honor those Tribes and leaders who truly sacrificed for this land.
4.) Matoaka was the first sister stolen from these lands which
sparked centuries of genocide and the modern day Missing and
Murdered Indigenous Women's epidemic. We are still losing our
relatives to colonization and human trafficking more than any
other demographic.
While I write as a resident of Roseville, I believe this issue is
important to the entire Indigenous community. We often say, "We
are still here". It's because people associate us with ancient
history and know only of Pocahontas. This can be very harmful
when discussing politics - and social functions of government - if
Natives are not included in the discussion. This is one way to
have a thoughtful land acknowledge with action, and begin to
eliminate the effects of centuries of erasure.
With this in mind, I encourage the Parks and Recreation
Commission to advance this discussion to the City Council and
consider new names for the park. I personally support sticking to
the theme and honoring the Lakota ancestors who sacrificed
everything for this land, Roseville.
Chi-Miigwech (Thank you),
Dannah Thompson

Unless restricted by law, all correspondence to and from Roseville City
government offices, including information submitted through electronic forms such
as this one, may be public data subject to the Minnesota Data Practices Act
and/or may be disclosed to third parties.
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From: noreply@civicplus.com <noreply@civicplus.com>
Sent: Thursday, September 3, 2020 8:26 AM
To: *RVParksCommission <*RVParksCommission@metro-inet.us>
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Contact Parks and Recreation Commission

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.

Contact Parks and Recreation Commission
Please complete this online form and submit.

Subject:

Pocahontas park name change

Contact Information

Name:

Pocahontas park name change

Address:

Ted Tessier

City:

Roseville

State:

MN

Zip:

55113

How would you prefer to
be contacted? Remember
to fill in the
corresponding contact
information in the fields
below.

Email

Phone Number:

Field not completed.

Email Address:
Please Share Your
Comment, Question or
Concern

As an indigenous man and a Roseville resident I would really
appreciate changing the name of this park. There are plenty of
find names that could be selected from the Dakota language that
would be more appropriate for this land. I myself am Ojibwe But I
honor the fact that I live on Dakota land. Please consider
showing respect by changing this name.

Unless restricted by law, all correspondence to and from Roseville City
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opportunity to do honor them in our community.
https://www.mnhs.org/ramseyhouse/learn/alexander-ramsey

Unless restricted by law, all correspondence to and from Roseville City government
offices, including information submitted through electronic forms such as this one,
may be public data subject to the Minnesota Data Practices Act and/or may be
disclosed to third parties.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
*RVParksCommission
Online Form Submittal: Contact Parks and Recreation Commission
Friday, October 30, 2020 8:57:43 PM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use
caution.

Contact Parks and Recreation Commission
Please complete this online form and submit.

Subject:

Pocahontas Park Re-name

Contact Information

Name:

Kelly Miller

Address:
City:

Roseville

State:

MN

Zip:

55113

How would you prefer
to be contacted?
Remember to fill in the
corresponding contact
information in the fields
below.

Email

Phone Number:
Email Address:
Please Share Your
Comment, Question or
Concern

Boozhoo,
My name is Kelly Miller. I am a resident of Roseville and also an
enrolled member of the Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe. I am the
Director of Department of Indian Work a program of Interfaith
Action of Greater St.Paul. As an indigenous women, I feel
offended when I learned there was a park in our city named
Pocahontas Park. I hope you are aware that her story that
Disney told is historically inaccurate. I feel that the park should
be renamed and I personally would like to see it be named in
Ojibwe. I am aware St.Paul is historically Dakota/Lakota land but
the Ojibwe people were also in the area. I am willing to help

advocate for this event, participate and share information with the
American Indian community.
Miigwech,
Kelly

Unless restricted by law, all correspondence to and from Roseville City
government offices, including information submitted through electronic forms such
as this one, may be public data subject to the Minnesota Data Practices Act
and/or may be disclosed to third parties.
Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
*RVParksCommission
Online Form Submittal: Contact Parks and Recreation Commission
Sunday, November 1, 2020 7:58:53 AM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use
caution.

Contact Parks and Recreation Commission
Please complete this online form and submit.

Subject:

Pocahontas Park

Contact Information

Name:

Kathy Ramundt

Address:
City:

Roseville

State:

MN

Zip:

55113

How would you prefer
to be contacted?
Remember to fill in the
corresponding contact
information in the
fields below.

Email

Phone Number:
Email Address:
Please Share Your
Comment, Question or
Concern

There is much to be done to educate our community about the
history of our land before it became Rose Township in 1850. Our
City has an opportunity to address that lack of acknowledgement
of that history beginning with re-naming Pocahontas Park. Based
on the work that Do Good Roseville has been doing in our
community, I want to share the following resources with you and
offer to help in any way we can.
I recently attended a program by Dr. Kate Beane, Director of
Native American Initiatives at Minnesota Historical Society on
place names. She is Dakota. Here is one of her TedTalks “The

Lasting Legacy of Place Names” https://youtu.be/bBqqVEJ42iI.
Don Eubanks (eubanks289@msn.com). Don is a resident of
Roseville and he has served on the Imagine Roseville group. Don
is a member of the Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe and currently
teaches at Metropolitan State University. He has served as the
Director of MultiCultural Affairs at the MN Dept of Human Services
and on the board of American Indian Family Center. He hosts
Counter Stories on NPR. Here is a link to their program: “Counter
Stories: Restoring Native American names to Minnesotan
landmarks” (which also features Dr. Kate Beane)
https://www.npr.org/podcasts/414686898/counter-stories
American Indian Parent Advisory Committee for ISD623. They
meet every third Tuesday
https://www.isd623.org/calendar/american-indian-parent-advisorycommittee-meeting
American Indian Cultural Liaison for the school district. Contact
information is available at https://www.isd623.org/node/384
Corey Yunke, Community Relations Coordinator for Roseville
Police Department. The recently created Multicultural Advisory
Committee has 2 members who are Native Americans
Jamie Becker-Finn – MN House Representative for 42B. Jamie is
a Leech Lake Ojibwe descendent.
Dannah Thompson – Roseville resident and Roseville city council
candidate and descendant of the White Earth Reservation.
To connect with Native Americans living in Roseville, find out how
the Community Survey was conducted. According to the
published survey results in a random sample of 400 randomly
selected residents, they were able to ensure they had
representation from 2 Native Americans (out of an estimated 217
of 33,000 residents. This shows that it is possible to identify and
connect with specific populations. This means you should be able
to connect with not only Native Americans, but other nondominant cultures.
http://www.cityofroseville.com/DocumentCenter/View/30417/2020City-of-Roseville-PowerPoint-Presentation
Engage with the Roseville Library. They are always open to
programming ideas. They could help engage the community. Judy
Woodward is the History Coordinator at Ramsey County Library.
Judy does excellent historical programming and has a wealth of
contacts. Her email is: judith.woodward@co.ramsey.mn.us. Carol
Jackson is the Adult Programming Manager. Her email is:
carol.l.jackson@co.ramsey.mn.us.

Dana Healy, the Executive Director of CTV North Suburbs, is very
well connected and has many options for community outreach
and programming to connect with residents. Her email is:
dhealy@ctvnorthsuburbs.org
Do Good Roseville did a program called “Ask an Indigenous
Person” which was a panel discussion.
https://www.ctvnorthsuburbs.org/videos/ask-series-ask-anindigenous-person/. You could reach out to the program
moderator, Nyia Harris, for contact information for the panelists
that participated. Her email is nyny9980@gmail.com.
Here is another organization to reach out to: Native Governance
Center. They educate, engage, and share information with the
broader community around topics related to sovereignty, nation
building, and Indian Country. . https://nativegov.org/programs/ .
Their website includes contacts for all of the Native Nations in
Minnesota: https://nativegov.org/resources/
Dr. Beane’s recent program “Reclamation at Bde Maka Ska:
Dakota Name Restoration and Community Advocacy in Public
Spaces.”, listed the following partners:
University of Minnesota’s Circle of Indigenous Nations
Department of American Indian Studies
The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Advising Office
College of Liberal Arts President's Emerging Scholars program
office
American Indian Student Cultural Center
American Indian Science & Engineering Society
American Indian Cultural House
Multicultural Center for Academic Excellence, and Housing &
Residential Life.
The work you are doing now is a critical step in the City’s stated
goal to be inclusive. The easy path is to do what we have always
done. We can use our tried and true methods to reach out to the
community, which will get the same results we have always had
and will continue to represent only our predominately white
residents. We can simply remove the offensive name and give it a
generic new name that takes the path of least resistance and
does not require or encourage future community engagement into
the full history of our City.
The richness of an individual's life comes from all of the people
we know and all of the experiences that we have, and the same
can be said for a community. I urge you to be courageous and to
use this as an opportunity to acknowledge the full spectrum of
people that make up our community and to acknowledge our full
history, warts and all.
Thank you.

Kathy Ramundt
Do Good Roseville

Unless restricted by law, all correspondence to and from Roseville City
government offices, including information submitted through electronic forms such
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Renaming Pocahontas Park

Contact Information
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information in the fields
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Email

Phone Number:
Email Address:
Please Share Your
Comment, Question or
Concern

Thank you so much for hearing and moving forward with
community feedback about the concerns that run deep about the
naming of this park that has always felt wrong and harmful to our
family and many others that we know, and as a resident of this
neighborhood I appreciate the plan that those who live nearby
will have a chance to share thoughts. I see there are mentions of
ways to engage Indigenous voices from Roseville and beyond
and want to stress that this is the most important component of
this entire project - to hear directly from those people most
impacted by colonization, including this kind of name
appropriation that continues to this day, about what changes (to

the name, but also to the usage of this park, the kinds of
signage/history/) would have the most impact and how to
ceremonially signify those changes if there is a way to do that
during COVID. Thank you!!
Keely Vandre
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Community Engagement around Pocahontas Park
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Hello Commission,
My name is Dana Healy, and I am the Executive Director of CTV
North Suburbs in Roseville.
Understanding the Commission may be looking into engaging
more voices around the renaming of Pocahontas Park, I wanted
to offer to host a zoom based listening session via CTV, to
engage in a thoughtful, productive conversation around the park.
If this is something the Commission would find beneficial for the
community, please let me know.

Thank you.
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As you consider re-naming Pocahontas Park, I thought some of
you might be interested in a program that is being offered next
Monday, Feb 8 from 12-1 called " Why Treaties Matter, and How
They Shape our Communities Today"
Here a link: https://citizensleague.org/blog/mind-opener-treaties/?
fbclid=IwAR3ZqCl5Nc6dwCvFCxgRrdhbPzv98J7dJkWdriEJSe_9cZ1PIrotoOXZFE
Here is the description:

The State of Minnesota exists because of treaties that were
signed with Native Americans. In reality, none of those treaties
have been fully honored, even though they’re still in effect today.
What do each of us need to know about treaties as we live and
work in Minnesota today, especially working in policy and
politics? Join us for a primer and a conversation about policies
that could be considered to address treaties in Minnesota and
create greater opportunities for Indigenous Minnesotans today.
Our Panel:
Kate Beane (Flandreau Santee Sioux), Director of Native
American Initiatives, Minnesota Historical Society
Martin Case, Author of “The Relentless Business of Treaties:
How Indigenous Land Became US Property”
Hosted by Tom Weber
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Hi, I just wanted to give you a head's up about a series of
programs Do Good Roseville and the Library are hosting on
Indigenous People this summer.
Indigenous Minnesota
This series of presentations by Indigenous scholars focuses on
the cultural heritage of Dakota, Ojibwe, Ho-Chunk, and other
Indigenous peoples in Minnesota. Each presentation will offer an
introduction to topics relevant to Indigenous peoples today,
including language preservation, place name reclamation,

treaties and sovereignty, arts, and more. The sessions will
include a question and answer period with the audience.
Thursday, July 8, 2021, 7-8 pm, Pauline Danforth on Ojibwe
place name reclamation
Thursday, August 5, 2021, 7-8 pm, Don Eubanks on Ojibwe and
sovereignty
Thursday, August 19, 2021, 7-8 pm, Sisoka Duta on Dakota
language preservation
Registration for the series will allow you to attend any of the
sessions you would like. Register: https://tinyurl.com/8pvkvwb5
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Hi,
We are co-hosting this program on Thursday, July 8 at 7 pm. In
light of the Pocahontas project I wanted to inform you of the
updated description for this program:
Minnesota is rife with the names inherited from both the Ojibwe
and the Dakota Indians who occupied Minnesota when
Europeans arrived. In this program, Pauline Danforth will talk
about Ojibwe place names that have endured as well as efforts
to reclaim and rename places in Minnesota. These efforts are

fueled by Native pride and language reclamation as evidenced
by the many Ojibwe (and Dakota) names bestowed on social
service programs. This growing pride is also evident by Ojibwe
Indians acquiring, remembering and using their Ojibwe spirit
names.
Our presenter, Pauline Brunette Danforth, White Earth Ojibwe
teaches American Indian studies courses and advises students
at Metropolitan State University. She is a creative writer and has
published memoir, poetry and non-fiction over the years including
histories of the Minneapolis American Indian community and of
the Division of Indian Work. She has a B.A. in Mass
Communications from Bemidji State University and a Ph.D. in
American Studies from the University of Minnesota. She lives in
Roseville, Minnesota with her husband, son, rambunctious dog
and three neurotic cats.
This series of presentations by Indigenous scholars focuses on
the cultural heritage of Dakota, Ojibwe, Ho-Chunk, and other
Indigenous peoples in Minnesota. Each presentation will offer an
introduction to topics relevant to Indigenous peoples today,
including language preservation, place name reclamation,
treaties and sovereignty, arts, and more. The sessions will
include a question and answer period with the audience.
Registration for the series will allow you to attend any of the
sessions you would like. Register: https://tinyurl.com/8pvkvwb5
This series is brought to you by Do Good Roseville, City of
Shoreview Human Rights Commission and the Ramsey County
Library
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Minneapolis' new pickleball
club takes aim at sport's
rising popularity

Nick Halter

July 19, 2021·2 min read

The hottest sport in the Twin Cities is pickleball, thanks to a
growing interest among young players.
State of play: Public pickleball court usage is way up in the last
few years. Cities are beginning to convert tennis courts strictly
for pickleball play, and suburban park departments are adding
more facilities for the sport.

https://news.yahoo.com/minneapolis-pickleball-club-takes-aim-112021600.html?guccounter=1

•

Just look at the city of Roseville, which has proposed turning tennis courts
at Evergreen Park into six permanent pickleball courts. Chaska added
six courts last year.

•

But the biggest sign of the sport's growing popularity is in Northeast
Minneapolis, where developer Peter Remes' team is putting final touches
on what he said will be the biggest pickleball facility in the Twin Cities.

Details: Remes' First & First company bought a 1940s
warehouse at 3300 Fifth St. NE that it's turning into Lucky Shots
Pickleball Club.
•

The facility has tons of windows — even on the ceiling — and crews have
laid cushion floors and installed 12 courts. They're currently in the process
of putting up pads and fences.

•

Lucky Shots will also have a food and beverage area with mezzanine
seating looking over the courts. It looks like a blast, but the team wasn't
ready for Nick to take pictures yet.

Wait, what's pickleball? It's a mix of tennis, ping-pong and
badminton, using paddles and whiffle balls. Watch this video.
What they're saying: Remes hired Bob Lanzi as the club's
general manager. He was previously the adult leagues
coordinator for the city of Eden Prairie.
•

"The average age of a player in 2012 was over 70 years old," Lanzi said,
while giving Nick a Lucky Shots tour in early July. "It's down to age 46 now.
A lot of families that are playing, a lot of people in their 20s and 30s are
playing. This past year in COVID, pickleball just exploded."

Of note: The total number of national pickleball players went
from 600,000 in 2016 to 4.2 million in the past year, according
to Sports & Fitness Industry Association numbers.
What's ahead: The Lucky Shots project has been delayed due
to global supply chain issues, most notably with obtaining air
conditioners.
But the goal is to open sometime in August, Remes said.
https://news.yahoo.com/minneapolis-pickleball-club-takes-aim-112021600.html?guccounter=1
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Tennis Courts

Contact Information
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Email

Phone Number:
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Kramundt@hotmail.com

Please Share Your
Comment, Question or
Concern

It’s a lovely Friday morning in Roseville, sunny and 76 degrees. I
was curious about the popularity of tennis in our community so I
took 15 minutes and drove by some of the courts to see who was
playing
Acorn – 2 courts - EMPTY
Autumn Grove – 2 courts – EMPTY
Central Park West – 2 courts – EMPTY
Howard Johnson – 2 courts – EMPTY
RAHS - 8 courts - EMPTY
Pocahontas – 2 courts – 1 in use

17 courts sitting empty on a beautiful Summer morning. We need
to see the data to support the need to replace tennis courts if
they are converted to pickleball. That is not where I want my tax
dollars spent.
BTW I don't really care where the pickleball courts go.
However, one reason was the noise.
We had this week's Wednesday Park Chat at Evergreen Park
close to where they were playing pickleball. We didn't even
notice it.
Second, due to the noise, Evergreen Park is supposedly the only
park not close to homes that will be negatively impacted by the
noise.
I noticed the Autumn Grove courts are across from an empty field
and a church.
Howard Johnson courts are near the road, across from lake. I
don't know about the others.
It just brings into question who is being asked and who is being
listened to when decisions are made.
When people buy homes next to parks, are they assuming they
get all the beauty and no distractions?
Seems like that's the basis for the Shelter Policy and Special
Event policy.
Protect those who can afford to buy homes next to parkland from
inconvenience, even though we all pay for the parks.
I guess if I'd known that was the case I would have tried to live
next to a Roseville park.
Instead I live on the opposite side of Hwy 36 from the high school
where I can clearly hear the announcers of the football games.
I never expected that, but I accept it as part of living in a City.
Kathy
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commission member,
while you are discussing the names of roseville parks, you may
want to start talking about pioneer park. i'm not sure what it is
named after, but if it is the people who came and settled in
roseville during the 1800s, you may want to change the name.
the settlers/pioneers of that era took over land which belonged to
other humans who were here before them, and there may be
some people who do not want to be reminded of that fact, and
especially would not like the settlers/pioneers honored with a
park named after them.

possibly the park is named after the pioneering spirit of current
roseville residents, which should be fine, but unless there was a
plaque or something mentioning this reason for naming the park
as it is named, other people may think it is named after early
settlers of roseville.
the name does not bother me, but there are others who may feel
differently, so you may want to take a few moments and discuss
the name of pioneer park.
have a wonderful day,
roger
roger hess jr
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To the Roseville Parks and Recreation Commission,
I have had the honor of living in Roseville for most of my life and
with three little kids, we are thrilled to be in a city with a robust
parks and recreation system. However, lately I have been
disheartened by the seemingly short-sited decisions that have
eliminated greenspaces in our community at an alarming rate.
I urge you, as representatives of the citizens of Roseville young
and old, to strongly support and fight for preserving undeveloped
land dedications in Roseville. Precious natural habitats should be

saved and prioritized as a buffer between developments. Do not
settle for a small amount of cash influx when the long-term
consequences of diminishing greenspace in our community are
far too great.
Take the time to work with developers & private land owners to
secure parkland dedications, understand the consequences of
inaction, and fight for a solution that benefits our community and
our natural space that is so precious and fleeting.
Thanks,
Ashley MacGregor
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Roseville Parks & Recreation

Discover
Your Parks
NEW INCLUSIVE PLAYGROUND
CELEBRATION!
Wednesday, August 11
6:00 - 8:00p
Central Park Victoria West

Come and celebrate the expanded inclusive playset at Central
Park Victoria with us on Wednesday, August 11!
The project added inclusive play elements to the playground and
reworked some of the existing features to create a fun and
challenging play experience for children of all ability levels.
Wheelchair-friendly rubber and turf surfaces were also installed
throughout the play area. The playground’s new amenities were
designed to create experiences for people of all abilities and
acknowledge that while no two children are alike, they all should
have a place to play.
The new and expanded playground was made possible by a
generous donation facilitated through the Friends of Roseville
Parks (FOR PARKS).
A brief ceremony will be held at 6:15 to celebrate the playset and
acknowledge the contribution. The final DISCOVER YOUR PARKS
event of the summer will immediately follow the celebration.

Order of Events:

Playground Celebration...........6:15 - 6:30pm
DYP Activities ...........................6:30 - 7:40pm
Puppet Wagon Performance 7:40 - 8:00pm

PERMANENT PICKLEBALL
COURTS AT
EVERGREEN PARK
(PROPOSED)

Currently, the city has four convertible courts at Evergreen Park. These courts are available for pickleball
half of the time and tennis the other half. Over the years, as the sport of pickleball has grown in Roseville,
residents have requested an expansion of pickleball opportunities. One frequent request has been to
convert the existing convertible courts at Evergreen Park to permanent courts and add additional courts.
To accommodate the growing demand for pickleball while continuing to offer tennis in southwest
Roseville, the Parks and Recreation Department is considering a proposal to turn the convertible tennis and
pickleball courts at Evergreen Park into six full-time and permanent pickleball courts and to work with the
Roseville Area School District to restore the Fairview Community Center tennis courts to meet the tennis
need in southwest Roseville.

For more information visit:
cityofroseville.com/pickleball

This proposal has
several benefits:

FAQ's

Why Evergreen Park?
The northwest side of Evergreen Park works well for pickleball because
it is not directly adjacent to any homes. Additionally, pickleball works
well with the other uses and infrastructure at Evergreen Park.

How Much Would This Cost?
The estimated cost to renovate Fairview Community Center and convert
Evergreen Park tennis courts to six full-time pickleball courts is around
$100,000.
Is there an option to put the courts somewhere else in the park
system without removing an amenity?
Roseville is a fully developed parks and recreation system and most of
its amenities are well-used. There simply are not locations available that
can meet the requirements for a larger, stand-alone pickleball facility
without taking something out that is also popular. This solution is
intended to provide a comparable tennis experience for those who
currently play tennis at the Evergreen Park courts. In 2022, the city is
anticipating a full community visioning process and recreational needs

Provides a permanent, nonshared home for pickleball.
Increases the number of
pickleball courts at
Evergreen from four to six.
Increases the quality of
pickleball courts at
Evergreen Park.
Creates a viable, high-quality
alternative to Evergreen
Park for tennis players in the
neighborhood.
Creates a viable pickleball
option that works well for
the noise concerns that
have arisen in other
communities from pickleball.

assessment to plan for the community's recreational needs over the next ten years.
Why not put the Pickleball courts at the Fairview Community Center instead?
The placement of pickleball courts near homes has caused problems in several communities due to the unique
sound that pickleball paddles and balls make and the often more social nature of the sport.
Will the Fairview Community Center tennis courts be a suitable replacement for the tennis community
that uses Evergreen park?
Currently, the Fairview Community Center courts are in disrepair. In conjunction with the proposed Evergreen
Park tennis court conversion, the city is in positive conversation with the Roseville Area School District to
resurface the Fairview courts so that they are in good playing condition for tennis. One disadvantage to
Fairview is that the courts are not lit. However, the city does offer lit tennis courts at five other locations
throughout the city.
Can you fit six pickleball courts at Evergreen Park?
Yes. The dimensions of the current Evergreen park tennis court are similar to that of other six-court complexes
in the Twin Cities.
Who owns the Fairview Community Center Tennis Courts?
The Roseville Area School District owns the Fairview courts but currently has no plans to restore them. The city
is currently in positive conversations to possibly restore the courts in exchange for the assurance of public
access to the courts.

For more information visit:
cityofroseville.com/pickleball

ROSEVILLE PARKS AND RECREATION

CITYWIDE
GARAGE
SALE
$10 Map Listing - Register by 8/20

THURSDAY-SATURDAY
SEPT. 9, 10, 11
Register now for the annual citywide garage sale.
To be included on the citywide map listing,
register with Parks and Recreation, 651-792-7006

