Tree Preservation Ordinance
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July Direction

o ldentify a solid purpose

o Recognize that “a tree is a tree” in the eyes of the
general public

o Provide incentives to preserve trees

o Require adequate tree preservation plans
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July Direction

o Limit allowed removals
o Require tree protection during development
o Don’t overburden individual property owners
o Ensure proper oversight

o Accept cash-in-lieu for replacement trees elsewhere
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Definitions

o Always a work in progress

o Caliper inch vs. DBH measurement
o Invasive Trees

o Typical Root Protection Zone
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Ordinance Review

TITLE: Tree Preservation and Restoration in All Districts

A. Intent and Purpose
- Drew from the existing ordinance & past Arbor Day resolutions

- Sought to maintain simplicity: trees bring “beauty,” a healthy
“environment,” and “positively impact property values.”
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Ordinance Review

B. Applicability

- Tying the new regulations to existing application types

Platting/Subdivision

>
> Building Permit for Principal Structure / 50%+ Additions
> Demo Permits (50%+) of Principal Structures

>

Grading Permits disturbing (TBD) ground cover ’ s
oS
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Ordinance Review

C. Exemptions

= Tree removal for city public improvement projects
and repairs

- Emergency removals to protect public health
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Ordinance Review

D. Trees Required to be Inventoried

= Shifting away from specific trees being
inventoried to ALL trees meeting a minimum
standard being inventoried

- Acknowledges that “green is green” in the eyes of
the general public.

)
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Ordinance Review

E. Tree Classifications
- Heritage Trees (27”+ Deciduous & 50’+ Coniferous)

- Significant Trees (12” — 27” Deciduous & 25’-50’
Coniferous)

- Common Trees (6” — 12” Deciduous & 12’-25’ Coniferous)
-
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Ordinance Review

E. Tree Classifications: EXEMPT

- The tree is identified as an “Invasive Species” and must be removed

= Tree suffers from a major insect or pathological problem that cannot be
resolved

= The tree is experiencing extensive decay or hollow

= The tree has suffered damage or is in poor condition such that

it has a life expectancy of less than ten (10) years ‘ s
S
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Ordinance Review

F. Incentive Multipliers

- Heritage Trees................... 2.0
- Significant Trees ............... 1.0
- Common Trees .................. 0.5
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Ordinance Review

G. Tree Preservation Plan Set Required

1. Inventory
v Location, size, species, and unique ID
v Adjacent trees as needed
v On-site tagging required ’
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Ordinance Review

G. Tree Preservation Plan Set Required

2. Disturbance Plan

v Show contours and disturbance area

v Show root protection zones near disturbance area
v ID trees to be preserved & removed
v

Show tree protection fencing ‘ -
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Ordinance Review

G. Tree Preservation Plan Set Required
3. Final Planting Plan

v Final tree inventory
v Replacement tree locations

/Al required landscaping N =
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Ordinance Review

G. Tree Preservation Plan Set Required

L,

Inventory Matrix

Heritage
Specimen
Common
Exempt
Total:

Number .
Allowed | Allowed | Actual |Net Removal ) Final
of Incentive .
) Removal | Removal | Removal or Net Lo Caliper
Number | Diameter . . . Multiplier
% in Inches | in Inches | Preservation Inches
of Trees | Inches
3 120 15% 18 0 18 2 36
5 60 35% 21 -30 -9 1 -9
8 48 35% 17 -48 -31 0.5 -16
12 64 100% 64 -64 0 0 0
28 292 120 -142 -22 11
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Ordinance Review

H. Tree Preservation
SIMPLIFIED Plan Set

=  Allowed when no trees
are being disturbed

i 69000 O

= When removal will Al activity 's'”%“”
clearly not exceed located ouside 1
allowed removal oo protaction | 3
fencing ! 3
thresholds /| o ’ b
|'.‘ A W

.\';
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Ordinance Review

I. Allowable Tree Removal
= Still playing with numbers
= Largely mimicking existing allowances
= 15% Heritage / 35% Significant & Common

= Incentive Multipliers introduce incentives ‘ 3
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Ordinance Review

J. Replacement Tree Specifications
= Deciduous Trees............ 3-inch caliper
= (Coniferous Trees............ 6 feet in height
= Replacement requirements match existing standards

= Two (2) year guarantee } B
-
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Ordinance Review

J. Replacement Tree Specifications

= Plantings may be selected by the applicant,
subject to approval by the City Forester or
Community Development Department

= Replacement Trees may count towards required
landscaping

)
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Ordinance Review

N
J. Replacement Tree Specifications

= All trees to be planted on site unless one of the following
situations exist:

v Impractical - lack of space

v Inappropriate — available space not ideal for new plantings or
would do little to enhance the site

v Gounterproductive — would unreasonably screen a retail business ’
/
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Ordinance Review

J. Replacement Tree Specifications
= (Options for compliance when trees are not planted
on-site:

v Plating on public lands or boulevards as directed by
the City (only an option when such lands are deemed to
be available)

v Gash-in-lieu payment of $100 per caliper inch of
replacement tree ’ -~
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Ordinance Review

K. Tree Protection Required
= Section is largely similar to existing standards
= Safety fence required
= Fencing must remain until all activities are complete
= New 0Oak and EIlm trimming requirements ’
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Ordinance Review

K. Tree Protection Required
= Regulations for when there is an unplanned loss of

trees

= Replacement rates go up by 0.5 inch above planned
removals

= Replacement plan (or update) required ‘
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Ordinance Review

L. Certification of Compliance with Approved
Landscape Plan

M. Warranty Requirement

N. Entry on Private Property and Interference with
Inspection

= All sections are existing language simply
transferred to this ordinance } B
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Work in Progress Issues

= Replacement rate numbers & Allowable removal numbers

= Need to build in some additional equivalencies between
deciduous and coniferous trees

= Will address Council comments from tonight’s meeting

= (Qutline next steps for policies/programs for tree fund and
credits
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