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ROSEVILLE POLICE SEEK PUBLICS HELP IDENTIFYING FRAUD SUSPECTS 

 

The Roseville Police Department is seeking the public’s help identifying a number of suspects the 

department believes are responsible for numerous wallet thefts and subsequent fraudulent credit card 

purchases. 

 

Beginning in early October, the department has seen an increase in purse and wallet thefts during the 

afternoon hours at local restaurants and coffee shops.   

 

The suspects appear to be targeting females who sling their purse over the backs of their chairs.   

 

In the most recent wallet theft, the suspect distracted the victim by leaning over the chair the victim had 

slung her purse.  As the suspect leaned, she admired and complemented the victim’s 6-weekold 

grandchild.  Shortly after leaving the restaurant, the victim discovered her wallet had been stolen.  The 

only person who was within close proximity to the victim’s wallet was the suspect who earlier had been 

complementing and admiring her grandchild. 

 

After the victim reported the theft to police; she learned the suspect had successfully fraudulently 

charged or attempted to charge several thousands of dollars to the victim’s credit card accounts. 

 

Anyone who can identify these suspect(s) or has information related to these thefts and fraudulent 

purchases is asked to call Minnesota Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 or text-a-tip – Text “Tips674 

plus your tip” to 274637 (CRIMES).  You may report your information confidentially and anonymously. 

 

Crime Prevention Tip:   

 

These types of theft crimes are very preventable.  With the busy holiday shopping season quickly 

approaching, please take the following precautions to lessen the chance of become a victim: 

 

• Always keep your purse or other possessions within sight while at restaurants or stores. 

• Be aware of those who wish to distract your attention from your belongings. 
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• Limit the amount of cash, credit cards and other valuables you carry.  Carry only what is 

necessary. 

• When making multiple stops during your shopping trip, leave purchased items out of sight inside 

the trunk of your car if you cannot take them with you to another store.  Save purchases of 

expensive electronic items for the end of your trip. 

• Many larger department stores offer package pickup.  Allow the store to hold your purchases 

until you’re done shopping.   
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