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PRESS RELEASE – FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
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ROSEVILLE POLICE ARREST TWO SUSPECTS IN DOG THEFT CASE 

 
Earlier today, detectives from the Roseville Police Department arrested two suspects wanted in 
connection with the Tuesday, January 19, 2016 theft of a three pound female Shih-Tzu dog valued at 
$1195 from the Har Mar Pet Store located at 2100 Snelling Avenue North. 
 
According to police reports, the two suspects entered the pet store at 11:45 a.m. and asked a store 
employee if they could each hold a Shih-Tzu puppy.  Following store policy, an employee asked each 
suspect for their respective photo identification cards to hold to prevent theft.   
 
After looking at the Shih-Tzu puppies, the suspects returned the dogs to their kennel and their 
identification cards were returned.   
 
One of the suspects exited the business while the second stayed behind and asked the employee if he 
could hold one of the Shih-Tzu puppies one last time before he left.  The store employee allowed the 
suspect to hold the puppy before obtaining his identification card.  Once the suspect had the puppy, he 
fled the store to a waiting red in color Pontiac Aztek SUV parked near the Famous Footwear mall 
entrance.   
 
The Famous Footwear manager a few doors down from the pet store heard a commotion and observed a 
man carrying a dog running from the pet store towards the mall exit near her shoe store.  The manager 
took notice of the license plate number of the Pontiac SUV the suspect entered before it sped from the 
mall parking lot. 
 
The Famous Footwear manager and Har Mar Pet Store employees were interviewed by responding 
officers.  Investigating officers were able to obtain detailed descriptions of both suspects.   
 
The suspects were described as: 
 
Suspect #1) Black male, 28-30 years of age, 5’11” height, 180 pounds, wearing a black hat, black 
coat, jeans and green/blue colored tennis shoes.  According to witnesses, this is the suspect who stole the 
Shih-Tzu puppy. 
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Suspect #2) Hispanic male, 24-26 years of age, 5’6” height, 170 pounds, wearing a blue sweatshirt, 
jeans and white tennis shoes.   
 
Earlier this morning, plain clothing Roseville detectives traveled to the Minneapolis address of the 
registered owner of the red Pontiac Aztek.  When detectives knocked on the home’s front door, they 
could see the stolen Shih-Tzu running loose in the home’s living room through the door’s window.   
 
Moments later, the red Pontiac Aztek stopped in front of the home occupied by two males who fit the 
physical description of the two dog thieves.  Both suspects were taken into police custody along with the 
stolen Shih-Tzu without incident.   
 
According to detectives, one of the suspects confessed and implicated his friend as his accomplice.  
When asked why, one of the suspects admitted the Shih-Tzu was going to be sold on Craigslist.   
 
Both suspects were booked at the Ramsey County Law Enforcement Center on probable cause felony 
theft.   
 
Police will not be releasing booking photos or the names of the two suspects because additional follow-
up and photo line-ups must be completed prior to their formal charging. 
 
Late this afternoon, the stolen Shih-Tzu was reunited with a very emotional pet store owner who was 
pleased to have the dog safely returned. 
 
This case remains under investigation.   
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